
Online , 29 May 2025

Regional webinar: 

The Hidden Threat Beneath the Waves - 
Underwater Noise in the Mediterranean  



Institutional Process for Revising EcAp Policy and IMAP

11th EcAp CG
(2 Oct. 2024)

12th EcAp CG
(15 Sept. 2025)

MAP FPs
(16-19 Sept. 2025)

COP 24
Cairo, Egypt

(2-5 Dec. 2025)

CORMONs Pollution – Marine Litter (Jan. & May 2025)
CORMONs Biodiversity and Fisheries (Apr. 2024 & June 2024)
CORMONs Coast and Hydrography (Oct. 2024 & June 2025)

Publication of MSFD and 
2nd Cycle PoMs Assessment 

Consultation Process based on 8 Questions agreed during 
the 11th Meeting of EcAp CG (Oct. – Dec. 2024)

Revised MSSD,  
  Updated NAPs/POMs 
    Preparation of 2026/2027 PoW
      Development of TVs/Reference Values for CIs
        Effective Implementation of EU funded projects
          Enhanced synergy with EU MSFD Implementation/evaluation
            Coordination with OSPAR HELCOM and BSC



Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap 
for the Mediterranean (2026-2035)

New Elements:

• EcAp Vision for achieving GES by 2035 (achievements, persistent and emerging 
challenges, risks, opportunities)

• Updated Step-Approach: 6 Steps

• Governance Mechanism to support EcAp Implementation in the Mediterranean

✓ 11 Ecological Objectives

✓ 38 Common Indicators (11 new CIs)

✓ Indicator Definition, GES Definitions and Targets for the majority of CIs

✓ Establishment of assessment criteria to support GES assessment



Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap 
for the Mediterranean (2026-2035)



From 2017 MED QSR to 2023 MED: 
Key steps and lessons learned 

 
Decision IG.23/6 (COP 20, Tirana, Albania, 17-20 
December 2017) 

✓ MED QSR 2023 Roadmap

✓ IMAP implemented at national and, where     
    applicable, sub-regional level

✓Towards the Fully Data-Based 2023 MED QSR

✓Better linkages pressures/impact/states

Mediterranean 2017 Quality Status 
http://www.medqsr2017.info-rac.org/



The 2023 Mediterranean Quality Status Report (medqsr2023.info-rac.org)

Official UNEP 
Publication

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmedqsr2023.info-rac.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjelena.knezevic%40un.org%7C02cdc8d4947a45f573bf08dc54c886de%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638478467448016674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O%2FyJj7Aw324YKQfc1c%2FNMteekbnZifIOnKzaWn2OKA8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmedqsr2023.info-rac.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjelena.knezevic%40un.org%7C02cdc8d4947a45f573bf08dc54c886de%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638478467448016674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O%2FyJj7Aw324YKQfc1c%2FNMteekbnZifIOnKzaWn2OKA8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmedqsr2023.info-rac.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjelena.knezevic%40un.org%7C02cdc8d4947a45f573bf08dc54c886de%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638478467448016674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O%2FyJj7Aw324YKQfc1c%2FNMteekbnZifIOnKzaWn2OKA8%3D&reserved=0


2023 MED QSR 
Initial Noise  Assessment

• For the purposes of the 2023 MED QSR a Tolerable Status of the environment is 
considered when 10% or less of the habitat of noise-sensitive species is impacted by 
impulsive noise events over a year. For the 2023 MED QSR initial assessment, this threshold 
(10%) is used for the four IMAP Sub-regions in the Mediterranean Sea. If 10% of the habitat 
of a representative noise-sensitive species is impacted by noise, it is expected that the 
population will decline by 10% in the long-term. Considering the risk of extinction, 10% is 
considered sufficiently conservative and precautionary to be selected as the boundary 
between tolerable and non-tolerable status of a Sub-region.

• For the years 2016, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021 and for all the 4 cetacean species considered 
(bottlenose dolphin, fin whale, sperm whale, Cuvier’s beaked whale), all subregions are 
below threshold, i.e., less than 10% of the potentially usable habitat area is affected by noise 
events as calculated following the adapted initial 2023 MED QSR assessment methodology.

• In 2018, the proportion of affected habitat was higher than 10% i.e. the GES/non GES 
boundary value/threshold in one sub-region  considering sperm whale and Cuvier’s beaked 
whale habitats, but was lower than 10% considering the bottlenose dolphin habitat.

Asingle threshold is defined and it applies to the % of habitat of noise-sensitive 
species affected by continuous noise. Based on that, to achieve or maintain the 
Good Environmental Status, the following thresholds should be observed :
No more than 20% of the habitat of selected species should experience noise 
levels above the Level ofOnset of Biological Effects (LOBE) exceeding in any 
given month (based on the average noise level for that month) during the 
assessment year.

The Summer months are those with the highest levels of vessel traffic and hence 
the 2023 MED QSR assessment was done for a month of July 2020 that can be 
seen as the worst-case scenario.

 The two sub-regions were likely in GES in 2020, and another 2 sub-regions did 
not comply with the 20% threshold of impacted habitat over the monthly 
scenario.



Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap and the 
Third IMAP Cycle for the Mediterranean (2026-2035) – 
Pollution Cluster (EO 11 – Underwater Noise)



Underwater Noise (EO11): 

Common Indicator 26:
Proportion of days and geographical distribution where loud, low, and mid-frequency impulsive sounds 
exceed levels that are likely to entail significant impact on marine animals;

Common Indicator 27:
Levels of continuous low frequency sounds with the use of models as appropriate.

Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap 
for the Mediterranean (2026-2035)



Updates for EO 11 (Underwater Noise) – Common Indicators 26 and 27:

Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) Policy and Roadmap 
for the Mediterranean (2026-2035)

✓ Reflection on progress achieved in the initial phase of IMAP Pollution implementation
o Establishment and application of underwater noise monitoring methodologies;
o Development and application of assessment methodologies, including GES/non-GES boundary 

values and related environmental classifications;

✓ Further Steps
o Integration of both impulsive and continuous noise monitoring into IMAP-based national 

monitoring programmes;
o Further enhancement of monitoring and assessment methodologies, including the use of 

threshold levels and GES/non-GES boundary values developed for the impulsive and 
continuous noise;

o Improvement of the quality and availability of underwater noise data, and monitoring and 
assessment practices;



Document WG.630/7 presents the following revisions to the 
Guidance Factsheets for Common Indicators 26 and 27:

o GES definitions and targets;
o Scientific references;
o Policy context and references;
o Indicator definitions;
o Indicator units, including spatial and temporal aspects;
o Temporal and spatial scope of monitoring;
o Statistical data elaboration;
o Assessment methodologies and scales of assessment;
o Monitoring methodologies;
o Identified gaps and uncertainties.

Updated Guidance Factsheets for IMAP EO 11
(available in UNEP/MED WG.630/11 (12th EcAp CG Meeting Report), Annex III, 
Appendices 3 and 4, as adopted by the 12th EcAp CG, September 2025, soon to 
be available online via the IMAP Info System); 



IMAP Pollution Priorities: 
Towards the 2031 Mediterranean Quality Status Report 

(MED QSR)



EO11 (Underwater Noise)



Interrelations between 
the IMAP – Pollution and the MSFD





IMAP Data Reporting via the IMAP Info System



Data Generation and Reporting

Data Quality Control and Quality Assurance (QA/QC) applied in line with IMAP Pollution 
Monitoring Guidelines

Quality-assured data must be uploaded to the IMAP Information System (IMAP IS) in 
line with IMAP IS Data Dictionaries and IMAP Data Standards

http://imapinfosystem.info-rac.org/app/#/







Pollution Data Standards



Thank you !

Jelena Knezevic
Monitoring and Assessment Officer 

UN Environment Programme /Mediterranean Action Plan 
Barcelona Convention Secretariat 
Vas. Konstantinou 48, Athens 11635, Greece 

jelena.knezevic@un.org
Twitter: @UNEPMAPNews
Linkedin | Twitter: @UNEPMAPNews
www.unepmap.gr

https://twitter.com/UNEPMAPNews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mediterranean-action-plan-barcelona-convention/
https://twitter.com/UNEPMAPNews
http://www.unepmap.gr/
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