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Working Group on the Drafting of an Sub-regional Marine Pollution Contingency Plan 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd February 2017 at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Rural development and Environment, Nicosia, Cyprus 

 

The meeting was introduced by Mr. C. Hajipakkos, who presented the  Agenda items: 

 

- State of Play – Presentation by REMPEC. 

- Discussion on the outstanding issues of the SCP. 

- Discussion on the drill to be carried out next September,  

 

and explained that this is the result of the Declaration of Intent signed by the three countries 

(Cyprus, Greece and Israel) in Israel April, 2016 and the decision taken for the preparation of 

a Sub-regional Marine Contingency Plan.  Furthermore, he elaborated on the meeting of the 

leaders held in Israel in November, 2016 and their decision that before the next ministerial 

meeting, which currently is being planned for the beginning of May 2017, a meeting of the 

working groups on the three themes for cooperation, namely Climate Change, Wastewater 

Reuse and Marine Pollution, should take place.  

 

The representative of REMPEC Mr Malek Smaoui, presented an update on the progress 

made until now on the preparation of the SCP. The plan is designed in three-phases. The 

short-term phase will be completed by the end of 2017 with the completion of the SCP to be 

signed by the three Ministers at the next COP of the Barcelona Convention. The mid-term 

phase will focus on the cooperation between the three countries and the long-term phase 

would concentrate on capacity building and exercises. 

Further to the above he elaborated on the output of the meeting of last December in Malta, 

explaining that for the Consultant to be able to progress on his work he has to receive the 

additional comments and suggestions by the parties. 

The representative of Greece reiterated the commitment of Greece for the preparation of the 

SCP on the basis of the Draft of the SCP prepared by REMPEC’s Consultant. Regarding the 

Draft SCP circulated he provided some comments concerning:  

a)  certain inconsistencies on the coverage and the scope of the Plan, giving particular 

examples,  

b)  the need to avoid provisions that imply amendment of the Parties’ National Contingency 

Plan,  

c)  the inclusion of a definition for the Mediterranean Sea and d) the need to include a 

procedure for the amendment of the SCP and the Agreement, as well as provisions for 

the entry into force of these amendments. In relation to this it was identified that each 

country has different legal procedures to endorse the SCP. It was therefore decided that 

all parties should investigate the legal requirements applicable in their countries and 

inform REMPEC as well as each other.   
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Finally he informed the meeting that these comments  shall be forwarded to REMPEC within 

the first week of March, while further comments will be provided as soon as possible, after 

consultation with relevant competent Greek Authorities.   

All parties identified the fact that the preparation and implementation of the SCP requires the 

involvement of other ministries and Departments in their countries. This inevitably requires 

coordination within countries and hence providing the comments that the Consultant requires 

in order to proceed with the drafting of the SCP, will require more time from what was 

originally anticipated. After discussion it was agreed that all comments on the First Draft SCP 

(revised) should be sent by the parties to the Consultant by the end of March, at the latest, 

and completed Annexes mid May 2017 (before REMPEC’s Focal Points Meeting), so that the 

consultant would be able to do all preparatory work before the next meeting of the competent 

national authorities which is planned to take place in Cyprus in July.  

The agreed programme appears on the attached Table 1. Provided that the deadlines 

indicated in the last column of the table are observed by all Parties concerned, REMPEC will 

ensure that the Consultant prepares the Second draft SCP, draft completed Annexes to SCP 

and the Second draft Agreement by the beginning of the second week of June (week 23), 

with a view to consolidating and distributing these documents to the competent national 

authorities of the three countries concerned by 20 June 2017. 

Following the discussions on the SCP, the parties discussed the possibility of a drill to take 

place next September. After a comprehensive exchange of views it was decided that 

although a full-scale drill is the most favourable option, a table-top drill will be more 

appropriate for the following reasons – 

(a)  the SCP will only to finalized at the next COP.  

(b)  such a drill requires a lot of preparation and there isn’t enough time,  

(c)  many Ministries and authorities from each country need to be involved and time is of the 

essence, 

(d)  the necessary funds need to be secured through the budget procedures of the 

Countries,  

Through the table-top drill the opportunity  will be provided  to identify possible improvements 

that may need to be made to the SCP. It was finally agreed that the scenario of the drill will 

be drafted by Israel. 

Furthermore it was decided that although the drill would be better to be carried during the 

Contract period of the Consultant, organizing it for September was not considered 

appropriate, because all preparatory work would have to be carried out in August, which is 

the peak period of work of the relevant authorities. It was therefore decided for the drill to 

take place on the last week of  October. 

 

 

 



 

3 
 

Table 1 – Agreed Timetable 

Reference 
Document 

Disseminated Remarks 

Expected outputs 
for the preparation 
of the second Draft 
of the SCP and the 
Agreement for its 
implementation 

Deadline 
agreed 

during the 
Trilateral 
meeting 

Questionnaire 
–CGI SCP 

REMPEC’s e-
mail 
27/10/2016 

Refer to the Report of 
the first meeting, 
Agenda item 2 
Paragraphs 16-28—
35-42 

Greece: To provide 
REMPEC with 
comments that were 
provided during the 
Meeting on the Draft 
of SCP and 
Agreement    

First week 
of March 
2017 

CGI SCP 
draft text ver. 
1.2 (2) 

REMPEC’s e-
mail 
17/01/2017 

Refer to the Report of 
the second meeting, 
Agenda item 2 
Paragraph 19, page 2 
and 3  

Cyprus, Greece and 
Israel: To provide 
REMPEC with 
comments on the 
text of the SCP (CGI 
SCP draft text ver 
1.2 (2)) 

31 March 
2017 

 

WG 2-3 
Appendix 
First Draft 
Agreement 

REMPEC’s e-
mail 
05/12/2016 

Refer to the Report of 
the second meeting, 
Agenda item 3 
Paragraph 22 and 
Paragraph 25 

- Cyprus, Greece 
and Israel: To 
provide REMPEC 
with comments on 
the First Draft 
Agreement 
(December 2016) 

- Cyprus and 
Greece: To provide 
REMPEC information 
on the precise 
requirements 
regarding the 
signing, ratification or 
approval of the future 
Agreement on the 
SCP  

Third week 
of May 
2017 and 
not later 
than 18 
May 2017 

- REMPEC and 
UNEP/MAP 
Secretariat: to inform 
the three Parties with 
the appropriate 
procedure of the 
Depositary of 
instruments of 
ratification or 
approval of the 
Agreement 

End of 
March 
2017 
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CGI SCP 
draft text ver 
1.2 (2) 

REMPEC’s e-
mail 
17/01/2017 

 

Refer to the Report of 
the second meeting, 
Agenda item 2 
Paragraph 19 page 3. 

 

The document 
referred to in the 
Report of the second 
meeting Paragraph 
19 (Annex 5) as the 
‘Report EB 
Communication 
Systems CEI’  

Cyprus, Greece and 
Israel: to provide 
REMPEC with 
comments and 
completed Annexes 
as agreed during the 
second meeting 
(Refer to the report 
of the second 
meeting Agenda item 
2 Paragraph 19 page 
3). 

 

As soon as 
possible, 
even on 
case by 
case basis, 
but not 
later than 
18 May 
2017 

CGI Exercise 
Planning 

Dr Hajipakkos 
e-mail 
22/02/2017 

“Note on planning the 
marine pollution 
response Exercise for 
testing the Sub-
regional Marine 
Pollution Contingency 
Plan between 
Cyprus, Greece and 
Israel”, was 
disseminated to the 
participants to the 
trilateral Expert 
Meeting, Nicosia 23 
February 2017. 

Israel: to provide the 
parties and REMPEC 
with the first draft 
Scenario of the 
Exercise. 

 

 

As soon as 
possible, 
but not 
later than 
14 April 
2017 
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Trilateral Expert Meeting for the Preparation of the SCP 
Nicosia, Cyprus 23 February 2017 

 
List of Participants 

 
CYPRUS 
 
Ms. Olympia Stylianou 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment (MARDE) 
6, Amphilolis Street 
2025. Strovolos,  Nicosia 
 
Tel No:  +357 22 408 317 
Fax No:  +357 22 781240  
E-mail:  ostylianou@ moa.gov.cy 
 
 
Dr Charalambos HAJIPAKKOS  
GOVERNMENTAL/OPRC FOCAL POINT 
Senior Environment Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment 
6, Amphilolis Street 
2025. Strovolos,  Nicosia 
 
Tel No:  +357 22 408 927 
Fax No:  +357 22 774 945  
E-mail:  chajipakkos@environment.moa.gov.cy 
 
 
Ms. Marina Argyrou 
OPRC FOCAL POINT 
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment 
101 Vithleem Street 
Nicosia 1416 
 
Tel No:  +357 22 807 867 
Mobile:  +357 99 42 78 28 
Fax No:  +357 22 78 12 26 
E-mail:  margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy 
 
 
Mr Marinos IOANNOU 
Officer-in-charge for oil pollution combating 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment 
Voukourestiou ant Theodectou 2

nd
 Floor 

 
Tel No:  +357 25817312 
Mobile:  +357 99489651 
Fax No:  +357 25305543 
E-mail:  maioannou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ostylianou@environment.moa.gov.cy
mailto:chajipakkos@environment.moa.gov.cy
mailto:margyrou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
mailto:maioannou@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
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Mr Michalis KANIAS 
Marine Surveyor  
Ministry of Transport, Communications and Work 
Acheon 28, 1424 Nicosia 
 
Tel No:  +357 25848207 
Mobile:  +357 99993622 
Fax No:  +357 25848200 
E-mail:  mkanias@dms.mcw.gov.cy 
 
 
 
GREECE 
 
Commander (H.C.G) Stylianos MARKOULAKIS 
Director 
Hellenic Coast Guard 
Hellenic Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy 
AktiVasiliadi (Gates E1/E2) 
Piraeus GR 18510 
 
Tel.:  +30 213 137  1132 
Fax:  +30 697 402 4703 
E-mail:  smarkoul@hcg.gr 
 
 
Mr Panayotis Antonatos 
First Counselor 
Embassy of Greece in Cyprus 
8-10, Vyronos Avenue 
Nicosia 1096 
 
Tel:   +357 22680 673 
Fax:   +357 22680 649 
E-mail:   pantonatos@mfa.gr 
 
 
ISRAEL 
 
Mr Fred Arzoine,  
Deputy Director  
Marine Environment Protection Division  
Ministry of Environmental Protection  
Pal Yam st. 31333 
Israel 
 
Tel.:  +973 4 863 3511 
Mob:           +972 50 623 7621 
E-mail:  freda@sviva.gov.il 
 
Mr Sami Abu Janeb 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Embassy of Israel in Cyprus 
4, IoanniGryparistr. 
1090 Nicosia 
 
Tel:   +357 22369524 
Fax:   +357 22369555 
Mob:   +357 99495792 
E-mail:   dcm@nicosia.mfa.gov.il 

mailto:mkanias@dms.mcw.gov.cy
mailto:smarkoul@hcg.gr
mailto:pantonatos@mfa.gr
mailto:freda@sviva.gov.il
mailto:dcm@nicosia.mfa.gov.il
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REGIONAL MARINE POLLUTION EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE FOR  
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA (REMPEC)  
 
Mr Malek SMAOUI  
Programme Officer (OPRC) 
REMPEC 
Maritime House - Lascaris Wharf 
Valletta VLT 1921, MALTA 
 
Tel.:  +356 21 33 72 96/7/8 
Fax:  +356 21 33 99 51 
Mob:   +356 79505011 (emergency line 24 h) 
E-mail:  msmaoui@rempec.org 
 
 

 

mailto:msmaoui@rempec.org

