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INTRODUCTION 
 
1 The Meeting of the Mediterranean Network of Law Enforcement Officials relating to MARPOL 
within the framework of the Barcelona Convention (MENELAS) was held in Toulon, France between 
the 29 September 2015 and 1 October 2015, pursuant to the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP)’s 
Programme of Work for 2014-2015 adopted by the Eighteenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting 
Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the 
Mediterranean (“the Barcelona Convention”) and its Protocols, which was convened in Istanbul, 
Turkey, from 3 to 6 December 2013. 
 
2 The principal objectives of the Meeting were to present regional and international 
developments relevant to MENELAS, discuss various issues related to illicit ship pollution discharges, 
from collecting, recording and documenting evidence, to carrying out coordinated aerial surveillance 
operations as well as reporting.  The Meeting was also an opportunity to present the MENELAS 
information system, share information on present cases of interest and discuss cooperation with other 
regional and international organisations. 
 
3 The organisation of the Meeting was jointly financed by the Mediterranean Trust Fund (MTF) 
and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme 
(ITCP) with voluntary contributions from the Government of France, the Government of Malta and the 
RAMOGE Agreement. 
 
4 All MENELAS Designated Representatives were invited to nominate jointly and, in 
consultation with REMPEC Prevention Focal Points, the representatives attending the Meeting.  The 
invitation to participate in the Meeting was also extended to observers from relevant regional and 
international organisations and associations whose activities are relevant for the work of MENELAS. 
 
5 The Meeting was attended by delegations from the following Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention: 
 

ALBANIA    ISRAEL 
ALGERIA    MONTENEGRO 
CROATIA    MOROCCO 
EUROPEAN UNION   SLOVENIA 
FRANCE    SPAIN 
GREECE    TUNISIA 

 
by OSCAR-MED representatives from the following countries: 

 
FRANCE    MONACO 
ITALY     SPAIN 

 
 by a representative from the following Regional Activity Centre of MAP: 
 

 PLAN BLEU 
 

by a representative from the following inter-governmental organisation: 
 

 INTERPOL 
 

by representatives from the following regional agreement: 
 

 RAMOGE AGREEMENT 
 
6 A complete list of participants appears in Annex I to the present report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REMPEC/WG.38/12 
Page 2 
 

 

 
OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
7 The Meeting was opened by the Head of Office of REMPEC, Mr Gabino Gonzalez, on 
Tuesday, 29 September 2015 at 09:00 hours.  The Head of Office welcomed the participants to the 
Meeting and explained the objectives of the Meeting.  He expressed his appreciation for the voluntary 
contributions from the Government of France, the Government of Malta and the RAMOGE Agreement 
as well as the financial support from the IMO ITCP. 
 
8 Following the opening of the Meeting, the Head of Office of REMPEC informed the 
participants that, in parallel to the Meeting, and in close co-operation with the Spanish Maritime Safety 
Agency (SASEMAR) and the Italian Guardia Costiera, the French Préfecture maritime de la 
Méditerranée (PREMAR MED) was organising a coordinated aerial surveillance operation for illicit 
ship pollution discharges in the Mediterranean entitled “OSCAR-MED 2015” within the framework of 
the RAMOGE Agreement. 
 
 
ORGANISATION OF THE MEETING 
 

Rules of Procedure 
 
9 The Meeting decided to apply, mutatis mutandis, the rules of procedure for Meetings and 
Conferences of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea 
against Pollution and its related Protocols (UNEP/IG.43/6, Annex XI) to its deliberations. 
 

Election of Officers 
 
10 Following informal consultations held with the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 
Convention, the Head of Office of REMPEC proposed Israel as Chair, France as Vice-Chair and 
Morocco as Rapporteur.  The Meeting unanimously decided to elect the following officers of the 
Meeting: 
 
 Mr Nir LEVINSKI (Israel)    Chairperson 
 Mrs Marie-Sophie DUFAU-RICHET (France)  Vice-Chairperson 
 Mr Mohammed Salim CHEIKH (Morocco)  Rapporteur 
 

Working Languages 
 
11 The working languages of the Meeting were English and French.  Simultaneous 
English/French/English interpretation was provided during the Meeting.  All working documents were 
available in both official languages of the Centre.  However, information documents were available in 
their original language only, except when the document was submitted in both languages. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
12 The Chairperson thanked the Meeting for supporting his election and proposed that the 
Provisional Agenda, contained in document REMPEC/WG.38/1, be adopted. 
 
13 The Meeting adopted the Agenda reproduced in Annex II to the present report.  The list of 
documents is presented in Annex III thereto. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS RELEVANT TO 

MENELAS 
 
14 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Programme Officer (Prevention), Mr Franck Lauwers, 
provided information on regional developments relevant to MENELAS, including the adoption of its 
Terms of Reference (ToRs) by the Eighteenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, which was convened in Istanbul, Turkey from 3 to 6 
December 2013, as detailed in the Annex to document REMPEC/WG.38/INF.3.  The Meeting was 
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informed that, so far, MENELAS had thirteen (13) participating members and that, therefore, not all 
Mediterranean coastal States had nominated their MENELAS Designated Representatives. 
 
15 The Programme Officer (Prevention) also referred to activities carried out by similar networks 
in other Regional Seas such as the North Sea Network of Investigators and Prosecutors (NSN) and 
the Network of Prosecutors on Environmental Crime in the Baltic Sea Region (ENPRO). 
 
16 The Chairperson invited the Secretariat to present Annex I to the International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) – Regulations for the Prevention of Pollution by Oil. 
 
17 The Programme Officer (Prevention) delivered a presentation focusing on the main provisions 
of MARPOL Annex I relevant to the Meeting, namely the definition of special areas (Regulation 1), 
exceptions (Regulation 4), control of discharge of oil (Regulations 15 and 34), discharge criteria in 
special areas as well as violations. 
 
18 Having taken note of the information provided by the Secretariat, the Meeting: 
 

.1 welcomed the adoption of the MENELAS ToRs by the Eighteenth Ordinary Meeting 
of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, which was 
held in Istanbul, Turkey from 3 to 6 December 2013; 

 
.2 recalled the importance of the active engagement of the participating Mediterranean 

coastal States in the Network in accordance with its ToRs; and 
 

.3 urged the Mediterranean coastal States that had not yet nominated their Designated 
Representatives to the Network to do so at their earliest convenience in consultation 
with the relevant authorities. 

 
19 Upon a request from its representative, France delivered a presentation on the General 
Secretariat of the Sea, which demonstrated how sea-based activities carried out by a State could be 
effective and adapted to new challenges through a coordinated, responsive and cost-effective 
approach thanks to the optimisation of existing resources. 
 
20 The Meeting took note of the information provided by France. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3: COLLECTING, RECORDING AND DOCUMENTING EVIDENCE OF ILLICIT 

SHIP POLLUTION DISCHARGES 
 
21 The Chairperson invited the Secretariat to introduce document REMPEC/WG.38/3 with regard 
to standard pollution reporting formats. 
 
22 The Programme Officer (Prevention) provided information on the standard pollution accidents 
reporting format (POLREP), reproduced in Annex I to the said document, and other pollution reporting 
formats, including the model for the reporting of offences entitled “Marine Oil Pollution Detection / 
Investigation Report”, reproduced in Annex II thereto. 
 
23 At the invitation of the Chairperson, Deputy Prosecutor Ludovic Leclerc from France delivered 
a presentation on the experience of the specialised jurisdiction of the Marseille High Court of Justice 
with regard to combatting illicit ship pollution discharges in the Mediterranean Sea and in particular 
the use of the French “Marine Pollution Detection Report”, a copy of which was circulated to all 
participants during the Meeting by the Secretariat.  He mentioned that, in France, there had been a 
steady decline in the number of marine pollution detection reports in the Mediterranean since 2009, 
which could be explained by the imposition of deterrent penalties that could consist of up to ten (10)-
year imprisonment and fifteen (15) million euros in fines for offenders of illicit ship pollution 
discharges.  He also referred to Article 228 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), which could be used by a flag State to suspend and restrict proceedings for a violation 
committed by a foreign vessel flying its flag beyond the territorial sea of the State instituting 
proceedings. 
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24 During a round table following this presentation, all participants presented their national 
procedures with regard to collecting, recording and documenting evidence of illicit ship pollution 
discharges.  The issue of sampling and related procedures was raised by several delegations. 
 
25 The Meeting noted that most countries used POLREP to exchange information when 
pollution of the sea had occurred and, in addition, used a specific marine oil pollution 
detection/investigation report for legal proceedings, which was relatively similar from one country to 
the other. 
 
26 The Meeting also invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with copies of 
their specific marine oil pollution detection/investigation report with a view to analysing it and reporting 
similarities and differences to the next MENELAS meeting. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: COORDINATED AERIAL SURVEILLANCE OPERATIONS FOR ILLICIT 

SHIP POLLUTION DISCHARGES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
 
27 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Programme Officer (Prevention) presented brief 
information on past coordinated aerial surveillance operations for illicit ship pollution discharges in the 
Mediterranean, namely the first OSCAR-MED operation that was successfully completed in Hyères, 
France from 12 to 16 October 2009, and the OSCAR-MED 2013 operation that was organised in the 
Western Mediterranean in Palma de Mallorca, Spain from 24 to 26 June 2013. 
 
28 Ms Anne Vissio, Executive Secretary of the RAMOGE Agreement, delivered a presentation 
providing information on the RAMOGE Agreement and the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation that had 
been kept confidential and only announced during the Meeting.  She explained that this operation was 
jointly organised with the French, Italian and Spanish authorities to detect and sanction illicit ship 
pollution discharges in the Ligurian Sea and the Corsica Channel.  Ms Vissio indicated that the 
operation was led by the French PREMAR MED and the Italian Ministry responsible for the 
environment with the assistance of the Italian Guardia Costiera, SASEMAR and a liaison officer from 
Monaco. 
 
29 OSCAR-MED representatives from France, Italy, Monaco and Spain provided, in turn, further 
information on the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation, which would commence at 12:00 hours on Tuesday 
29 September 2015 and would terminate at 12:00 hours on Wednesday, 30 September 2015. 
 
30 In particular, General Commissioner Hervé Parlange from the French PREMAR MED 
stressed that this was not a training exercise but a real operation that was aimed at prosecuting 
offenders.  He indicated that mobilising resources was relatively easy compared to the complexity of 
the procedures required to prosecute offenders.  Whilst underlining the transboundary nature of ship 
pollution, he welcomed the involvement of other countries in this operation to be carried out in the 
eastern side of Corsica.  He highlighted that the issue was how a detection/investigation report issued 
by one State could be used by another jurisdiction and, therefore, concluded that, what was at stake, 
was cooperation between legal systems and jurisdictions. 
 
31 Participants visited the CROSS MED operational centre (Centre régional opérationnel de 
surveillance et de sauvetage de Méditerranée) in La Garde, France on Tuesday, 29 September 2015 
between 14:30 hours and 17:30 hours, where the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation was being 
coordinated. 
 
32 During a round table, all participants presented their national activities with regard to aerial 
surveillance operations for illicit ship pollution discharges and shared their views on how to enhance 
operational cooperation in the Mediterranean region to combat illicit ship pollution. 
 
33 Once the operation was terminated, OSCAR-MED representatives from France, Italy, and 
Spain provided, in turn, a debriefing on the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation.  In particular, the Meeting 
was informed that the operation had resulted in twenty-four (24) hours of uninterrupted flight – three 
(3) air patrol aircraft from France, Italy and Spain being equipped with night sensors, to detect marine 
pollution from ships in the designated area.  In total, a hundred and ninety-three (193) vessels had 
been monitored during the operation and three (3) CleanSeaNet satellite images provided by the 
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) had completed this monitoring.  A public prosecutor from 
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the Marseille High Court of Justice had been on stand-by.  Whilst no pollution or illicit discharge had 
been observed during the operation, all OSCAR-MED representatives concurred that this had been a 
successful illustration of operational cooperation in the field of illicit ship pollution discharges in the 
Mediterranean. 
 
34 First class Commissioner Thibault Perrin from the French PREMAR MED underlined that the 
absence of pollution recorded over a continuous period of twenty-four (24) hours, despite the level of 
mobilised resources, was an acknowledgment of the efforts undertaken for decades in the prevention 
of illicit ship pollution discharges, maritime surveillance and prosecution of offenders.  He stressed 
that the ability to effectively punish discharge offenders relied on close coordination and a very high 
reactivity from a set of actors depending on several administrations or even different States, as well 
as the judiciary.  He recalled that the first OSCAR-MED operation in 2009 had resulted in the 
prosecution of an offender in France, flying a foreign flag, after findings made by a Spanish aircraft 
pilot in the French ecological protection zone (today’s exclusive economic zone). 
 
35 Following the debriefing, the Meeting welcomed the fact that it was convened in parallel with 
the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation, which took place on 29 and 30 September 2015 in the RAMOGE 
area. 
 
36 The Meeting recommended the future organisation of coordinated aerial surveillance 
operations for illicit ship pollution discharges in other parts of the Mediterranean Sea, and requested 
the Secretariat to liaise with Mediterranean coastal States interested in organising such operations, 
with a view to enhancing operational cooperation in the Mediterranean region to combat illicit ship 
pollution and facilitating the mobilisation of the necessary resources. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: REPORTING ILLICIT SHIP POLLUTION DISCHARGES 
 
37 The Chairperson invited the Secretariat to introduce document REMPEC/WG.38/5 with regard 
to the MENELAS database on illicit ship pollution discharges and reporting format. 
 
38 The Programme Officer (Prevention) provided information on the possible development of a 
MENELAS database on illicit ship pollution discharges in the Mediterranean and related reporting 
format, with a particular focus on MEPC/Circ.318, reproduced in the Appendix to the said document, 
which included updated information with regard to the formats for a mandatory reporting system under 
MARPOL, the Reporting System for the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols (BCRS) as well as 
REMPEC’s Country Profile. 
 
39 The Meeting was informed that, with the exception of the reporting formats for a mandatory 
reporting system under MARPOL, detailed information on cases where sanctions had been imposed 
in relation to pollution offences from ships or surveillance activities carried out individually by coastal 
States or in cooperation with others was not available or requested. 
 
40 The Meeting was also informed that the objective of a MENELAS database on illicit ship 
pollution discharges in the Mediterranean would be three-fold, as follows: 
 

.1 to inventory cases, reported by participating Mediterranean coastal States, where 
sanctions had been imposed in relation to pollution offences from ships in the 
Mediterranean Sea Area; 

 
.2 to inventory surveillance activities carried out individually or in cooperation with others 

in the Mediterranean Sea Area; and 
 

.3 to analyse at a regional scale whether observed illicit ship pollution discharges were 
decreasing by time or not. 

 
41 The Meeting noted with appreciation the establishment of a MENELAS database on illicit 
ship pollution discharges in the Mediterranean and invited participating members to provide the 
Secretariat with information on surveillance activities prior to the next MENELAS meeting. 
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42 The Meeting also requested the Secretariat to analyse the information provided by 
Mediterranean coastal States to IMO through the mandatory reporting system under MARPOL 
(MEPC/Circ.318) and report its findings to the next MENELAS meeting. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6: MENELAS INFORMATION SYSTEM 
 
43 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Secretariat introduced document REMPEC/WG.38/6 
with regard to the MENELAS information system. 
 
44 The Programme Officer (Prevention) presented the status of its development and areas on 
which input from participating Mediterranean coastal States in the Network was necessary with a view 
to officially launching it as soon as possible. 
 
45 The Meeting was informed that the MENELAS information system would be an internet based 
tool comprising two main parts: a public interface and a restricted area (“forum/hotline”) aimed at 
facilitating the exchange of information between participating members only. 
 
46 Following his presentation, the Programme Officer (Prevention) showcased the MENELAS 
website, which had been developed in the context of the Regional – Governance and Knowledge 
generation (ReGoKo) Project implemented by Plan Bleu with technical support from the Centre and 
funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 
 
47 Whilst some delegations pointed out that the map presented on the MENELAS website would 
require some changes, the Head of Office of REMPEC recalled that the boundaries and the names 
shown as well as the designations used on this map did not imply official endorsement or acceptance.  
He indicated that, however, the Centre would try to find a technical solution with the MENELAS 
website developer with a view to addressing the concerns raised during the Meeting, as far as is 
practicable. 
 
48 The Meeting acknowledged the progress in developing the MENELAS information system 
and recognised the added value of the feature of having a restricted area for participating members 
only (“forum/hotline”) for which the Secretariat was requested to provide all MENELAS Designated 
Representatives with secured access. 
 
49 The Meeting also invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with publicly 
available information on their respective legal framework, operational structure, annual reports as well 
as surveillance activities in the Mediterranean Sea Area by mid-October 2015. 
 
50 The Meeting further invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with the names 
of the 24/7 contact points, other enforcement personnel, investigators, sanctioning officials as well as 
prosecutors, magistrates or officials from penalising authorities in their respective country, who should 
also be given access to the restricted area of the MENELAS information system, as soon as 
practicable. 
 
51 Finally, the Meeting agreed to make use of the restricted area of the MENELAS information 
system (“forum/hotline”) to exchange information on past cases and lessons learnt, amongst others. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7: PRESENTATION OF CASES OF INTEREST 
 
52 The Chairperson invited the representative of the European Union to introduce document 
REMPEC/WG.38/INF.4 containing the Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission (Helsinki 
Commission or HELCOM) Recommendation 19/14 on a harmonized system of fines in case a ship 
violates anti-pollution regulations. 
 
53 The representative of the European Union indicated that HELCOM Recommendation 19/14 
on a harmonized system of fines in case a ship violates anti-pollution regulations, as detailed in the 
Annex to the said document, provided a harmonised level of administrative penalties in a non-criminal 
context and that this was currently being reviewed by HELCOM. 
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54 The Meeting encouraged participating members to provide the Secretariat with information 
on the applicable sanctions in their country with regard to illicit ship pollution discharges and 
requested the Secretariat to analyse this information and report its findings as well as developments 
on the review of HELCOM Recommendation 19/14 to the next MENELAS meeting. 
 
55 The Head of Office of REMPEC recall that, during the visit of the CROSS MED operational 
centre on Tuesday, 29 September 2015, Deputy Prosecutor Ludovic Leclerc from France had 
provided information on a specific case of interest, namely the possible pollution offence that had 
been identified at night on 15 October 2009 by an aircraft from SASEMAR engaged in the first 
OSCAR-MED operation, which had been held in Hyères, France from 12 to 16 October 2009. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8: COOPERATION WITH OTHER REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS 
 
56 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Programme Officer (Prevention) presented the state 
of play of cooperation with other regional and international organisations. 
 
57 The Programme Officer (Prevention) underlined that the Secretariat was delighted with the 
fact that both INTERPOL and the RAMOGE Agreement were represented at the Meeting, which was 
an evidence of cooperation between other regional and international organisations and MENELAS.  
He also indicated that, whilst representatives from NSN, ENPRO and the Bonn Agreement Working 
Group on Operational, Technical and Scientific Questions Concerning Counter Pollution Activities 
(OTSOPA) had been invited but could not attend the Meeting, the Secretariat was in touch with them 
and there was a broad interest from their end to enhance cooperation between the said organisations 
and MENELAS with regard to issues related to illicit ship pollution discharges. 
 
58 The Chairperson invited Ms Susan van den Brink from the INTERPOL General Secretariat to 
share her views on further cooperation between INTERPOL and MENELAS. 
 
59 Ms van den Brink delivered a presentation providing information on INTERPOL, its 
Environmental Security Sub-Directorate as well as the Project Clean Seas that addressed illegal oil 
discharges from vessels at sea and developed a manual entitled “Illegal Oil Discharges from Vessels” 
(2007).  She mentioned that these would be discussed, amongst others, during the Twentieth Annual 
Meeting of the INTERPOL Pollution Crime Working Group, which would be convened in Nîmes, 
France, from 9 to 11 November 2015, in parallel with the international conference entitled “Security 
and Environmental Crime: the impact on the environment, economy and economic actors” hosted by 
the International Forum on Technology and Security for a safer world (FITS). 
 
60 The Meeting valued INTERPOL’s participation to the Meeting and requested the Secretariat 
to liaise with the INTERPOL General Secretariat to provide the participating members with the contact 
details of their INTERPOL National Central Bureau, to explore the possibility to provide access to 
relevant INTERPOL documentation related to illicit ship pollution discharges to participating members, 
and to assist in the current review process of the INTERPOL Investigative Manual on Illegal Oil 
Discharges from Vessels. 
 
61 The Meeting asked participating members to inform relevant regional and international 
organisations to which they were Parties about the outcome of the Meeting and to report on the 
outcome of discussions in these organisations at the next MENELAS meeting. 
 
62 The Meeting called on the Secretariat to liaise with relevant regional and international 
organisations with a view to ensuring the necessary cooperation, which may include regular 
information exchange and reciprocal representation, amongst others. 
 
 
Agenda Item 9: ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR THE PERIOD 2016-2017 
 
63 The Chairperson invited the Secretariat to provide information on the election of the Chair for 
the period 2016-2017. 
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64 The Head of Office of REMPEC indicated that, following informal consultations held with the 
Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, it was proposed that France be elected as Chair for 
the period 2016-2017. 
 
65 The Meeting unanimously decided to elect France, represented by Ms Marie-Sophie Dufau-
Richet, to chair the Network for the period 2016-2017. 
 
 
Agenda Item 10: FUTURE WORK AND MEETINGS 
 
66 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Secretariat provided information on future work and 
meetings. 
 
67 The Head of Office of REMPEC thanked the Government of France, the Government of Malta 
and the RAMOGE Agreement as well as the IMO ITCP for the financial support provided to the 
Centre over and above funds from the MTF.  He indicated that there would not be sufficient funds 
from the MTF to organise annual MENELAS meetings and stressed that, having at least one 
MENELAS meeting per biennium, would be a minimum requirement.  He also referred to the issue of 
whether the next MENELAS meeting should be held in 2016 or 2017, hence before or after the 
Meeting of the Focal Points of REMPEC to be convened in 2017, bearing in mind that, ideally, it 
should report to the next Meeting of the Focal Points of REMPEC. 
 
68 The representative of Spain proposed to include the topic of charging reasonable costs for the 
use of port reception facilities at the next MENELAS meeting, highlighting that the introduction of a 
fixed tax for all ships calling at national ports, with exemptions for environmentally friendly ships, had 
led to a 75-80% decrease in discharge violations in Spanish ports and territorial waters. 
 
69 In light of the discussions held under the various agenda items, the Meeting agreed to 
include the following items in the MENELAS Programme of Activities for the period 2016-2017: 
 

.1 marine oil pollution detection/investigation report; 
 

.2 establishment of a MENELAS database on illicit ship pollution discharges in the 
Mediterranean; 

 
.3 review existing applicable sanctions at national level with regard to illicit ship pollution 

discharges; and 
 

.4 measures to charge reasonable costs for the use of port reception facilities or, when 
applicable, apply a No-Special-Fee system. 

 
70 Whilst appreciating the voluntary contributions from the Government of France, the 
Government of Malta and the RAMOGE Agreement as well as the financial support from the IMO 
ITCP, the Meeting encouraged Mediterranean coastal States as well as relevant regional and 
international organisations to provide voluntary contributions to support future MENELAS activities 
and meetings. 
 
71 The Meeting also recommended that the next MENELAS meeting should preferably be 
convened prior to the Meeting of the Focal Points of REMPEC subject to the decision on the 
Programme of Work and Budget 2016-2017 by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention 
and its Protocols and provided that the necessary external financial resources were mobilised in time 
by the Secretariat. 
 
72 The Meeting further requested the Secretariat to report to the Meeting of the Focal Points of 
REMPEC on the outcome of this meeting as well as any inter-sessional work that may have been 
carried out on the MENELAS Programme of Activities, as referred to in paragraph 69 above. 
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AGENDA ITEM 11: OTHER BUSINESS 
 
73 The Chairperson invited Plan Bleu to provide information on the ReGoKo Project that had 
been providing support to the Network. 
 
74 Mr Didier Sauzade from Plan Bleu delivered a presentation on the outcome of the Final 
ReGoKo Project Results Seminar, which was held in Antibes, France between 29 and 30 September 
2015.  In particular, he mentioned that MENELAS was considered as one of the two most relevant 
activities in relation to GEF thematic focal areas and that, therefore, there could be the possibility to 
include further MENELAS activities in the project following-up on the Strategic Partnership for the 
Mediterranean Sea Large Marine Ecosystem (MedPartnership) led by MAP and financially supported 
by GEF, amongst other donors. 
 
75 The Head of Office of REMPEC referred to the possible involvement of Plan Bleu on the 
MENELAS activity related to measures to charge reasonable costs for the use of port reception 
facilities or, when applicable, apply a No-Special-Fee system. 
 
76 The Meeting was grateful for the continuous support that Plan Bleu had provided, as 
implementing agency of the ReGoKo Project. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 12: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
77 At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Head of Office of REMPEC summarised the main 
outcomes, conclusions and recommendations of the Meeting, which had been circulated to all 
participants, as document REMPEC/WG.38/WP.1, for their consideration, review, amendment and 
adoption. 
 
78 Following interventions by some delegations to express their views on the conclusions and 
recommendations of the Meeting, and after having entrusted the Secretariat to make the necessary 
editorial amendments, the Meeting adopted the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Meeting, 
as detailed in Annex IV to the present report. 
 
 
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
 
79 Before closing the Meeting, the Chairperson thanked all delegations for their active 
participation, the Secretariat for the work carried out and the interpreters for their support. 
 
80 The Head of Office of REMPEC expressed his appreciation to the Chairperson, Mr Levinski, 
for the smooth running of the proceedings.  He also praised the RAMOGE Agreement and all those 
who had participated in the OSCAR-MED 2015 operation since this had been an excellent illustration 
of operational cooperation in the field of illicit ship pollution discharges in the Mediterranean. 
 
81 The Chairperson closed the Meeting at 12:30 hours on Thursday, 1 October 2015. 
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ANNEX(E) I 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

 
 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
 

Mr Bledar ÇOPANI 
Inspector of the Department of Ship’s Register and Seafarers 
General Maritime Directorate 
Durres Port 
Durres 2001 

 
Tel.: +355 522 2868 
Mobile: +355 699706816 
Fax: +355 522 2868 
E-mail: bledar.copani@dpdetare.gov.al 
  bledi_kap@yahoo.it 

 
 
ALGERIA / ALGÉRIE 
 

M. Ryad HADJAL 
Directeur de la Capitainerie / CDT de Port 
Entreprise Portuaire de Bejaia 
Rue 13, Avenue des Frères Amrani 
Bejaia 06000 

 
Tél. : +213 34 211406 
Portable : +213 661631639 
Fax : +213 34 221029 
Courriel : ryad-hadjal@portdebejaia.dz 

 
 
CROATIA / CROATIE 
 

Ms Ivana MAROVIĆ GUGIĆ 
Maritime Safety Inspector 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Transport and Infrastructure 
Maritime Safety Directorate 
Harbour Master Office Split 
Obala Lazareta 1 
Split 21000 

 
Tel.: +385 21 302 411 
Mobile: +385 915332826 
Fax: +385 21 361 298 
E-mail: ivana.marovic@pomorstvo.hr 
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EUROPEAN UNION / UNION EUROPÉENNE 
 

Mr Maik SCHMAHL 
Principal Administrator 
European Commission 
Rue de Mot, 28 
1049 Brussels 
BELGIUM 

 
Tel.: +32 2 296 93 03 
E-mail: Maik.Schmahl@ec.europa.eu 

 
 
FRANCE / FRANCE 
 

Mme Marie-Sophie DUFAU-RICHET 
Chargée de Mission 
Secrétariat Général de la Mer 
69, Rue de Varenne 
75007 Paris 

 
Tél. : +33 1 42 75 66 53 
Fax : + 33 1 42 75 66 78 
Courriel : marie-sophie.dufau-richet@pm.gouv.fr 

 
 
GREECE / GRÈCE 
 

Commander (T) H.C.G. Stylianos MARKOULAKIS 
Head of Office 
Ministry of Economy, Infrastructure, Shipping and Tourism 
Hellenic Coast Guard 
Marine Environment Protection Directorate 
Akti Vasiliadi (Gates E1/E2) 
Piraeus GR 18510 

 
Tel.: +30 213 137 4120 
Mobile: +30 697 402 4703 
Fax: +30 210 422 0440 
E-mail: smarkoul@hcg.gr 

 
 
ISRAEL / ISRAËL 
 

Mr Nir LEVINSKI 
Inspector 
Marine and Coastal Environment Division 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 
Pal Yam Av. 15A 
Haifa 31007 

 
Tel.: +972 4 863 3500 
Mobile: +972 5 062 37601 
Fax: +972 4 863 3520 
E-mail: NIRL@sviva.gov.il 
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MONTENEGRO / MONTÉNÉGRO 
 

Mr Željko LOMPAR 
Port State Officer 
Ministry of Transport and Maritime Affairs 
Bonovo 3B 
Kotor 85330 

 
Tel.: +382 32 304 313 
Mobile: +382 69 633 136 
Fax: +382 32 304 313 
E-mail: inspekcijaplovidbe@gmail.com 

 
 
MOROCCO / MAROC 
 

M. Mohammed Salim CHEIKH 
Chargé de la Prévention de la Pollution 
Ministère de l’équipement et du transport et de la logistique 
Direction de la marine marchande 
Boulevard Félix Houphouet Boigny 
20000 Casablanca 

 
Tél. : +212 661 073 807 
Portable : +212 661 073 807 
Fax : +212 5 22 27 33 40 
Courriel : s.cheikh@mtpnet.gov.ma 
  salimcheikh@hotmail.com 

 
 
SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 
 

Mrs Anja ŠTROVS 
District State Prosecutor 
District Prosecutor’s office in Koper 
Ferrarska 5a 
Koper 60000 

 
Tel.: +386 5 611 62 60 
Mobile: +386 313 08 231 
Fax: +386 5 611 62 81 
E-mail: anja.strovs@dt-rs.si 

 
 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 

Mr Pablo PEDROSA REY 
Head Pollution Response Unit 
Directorate General of Merchant Marine 
Ruiz de Alarcon 
Madrid 28071 

 
Tel.: +34 9159 79098 
Mobile: +34 6460 85207 
Fax: +34 9159 79235 
E-mail: ppedrosa@fomento.es 
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TUNISIA / TUNISIE 
 

M. Moncef FRAJ 
Directeur des Ports Maritime de Commerce 
Ministère du Transport 
Rue Elborgine, Montplaisir 
1073 Tunis 

 
Tél. : +216 71 906 412 
Portable : +216 98 90 20 13 
Fax : +216 71 903 905 
E-mail : monceffrey@yahoo.fr 
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OSCAR-MED REPRESENTATIVES / REPRÉSENTANTS OSCAR-MED 

 
 
FRANCE / FRANCE 
 

Commissaire Général Hervé PARLANGE 
Adjoint au Préfet Maritime de la Méditerranée 
Préfecture Maritime 
Place Monsenergue 
83800 Toulon 

 
Tél. : +33 4 22 42 14 86 
Portable : +33 6 08 68 07 12 
Fax : +33 4 22 42 13 63 
Courriel : herve.parlange@premar-mediterranee.gouv.fr 

 
 

Commissaire de 1
e 
classe Thibault PERRIN 

Pôle ORSEC - Bureau « Sécurité maritime » 
Division « Action de l’Etat en mer » 
Préfecture maritime de la Méditerranée 
Quai Cronstadt 
83800 Toulon Cedex 9 

 
Tél. : +33 4 22 42 03 72 
Portable : +33 6 20 04 26 44 
Fax : +33 4 22 42 13 63  
Courriel : thibault.perrin@premar-mediterranee.gouv.fr 

 
 

Administrateur en Chef des Affaires Maritimes Eric LEFÈBVRE 
Chef de la Division Action de l’Etat en Mer 
Préfecture Maritime 
Place Monsenergue 
83800 Toulon 

 
Tél. : +33 4 22 42 14 86 
Portable : +33 6 72 28 15 03 
Fax : +33 4 22 42 13 63 
Courriel : eric.lefebvre@premar-mediterranee.gouv.fr 

 
 

Vice-Procureur Sylvie MARCHELLI 
Tribunal de Grande Instance de Marseille 
Pôle Santé Publique - Pôle accidents collectifs - JULIS 
Section des affaires économiques et financières et de santé publique 

 
Tél. :  +33 4 91 15 52 23 
Courriel : sylvie.marchelli@justice.fr 

 
 

Vice-Procureur Ludovic LECLERC 
Chef de la section des affaires économiques, financières et de santé publique 
Juridiction Inter-Régionale Spécialisée (JIRS) 

 
Tél. :  +33 4 91 15 50 72 
Courriel : ludovic.leclerc@justice.fr 
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ITALY / ITALIE 
 

Captain I. Daniele INTELISANO 
Chief of Operational Department 
Direzione Marittima della Liguria 
Italian Coast Guard 
Via Magazzini Generali 4 
16126 Genova 

 
Tel.: +39 10 27 77 322 
Fax: +39 10 27 77 322 
Email: daniele.intelisano@mit.gov.it 

 
 
MONACO / MONACO 
 

M. Philippe LIAUTARD 
Commandant Principal de Police 
Adjoint au chef de la Division de Police Maritime et Aéroportuaire 
Direction de la Sûreté Publique 
9, Rue Suffren-Raymond 
B.P. 555 
MC 98015 MONACO CEDEX 

 
Tél. : +377 93 15 30 74 
Fax : +377 93 30 22 45 
Courriel : pliautard@gouv.mc 

 
 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 

Mr Iñigo LANDETA BILBAO 
Head of Spanish Maritime Agency in Tarragona 
Muelle de Cataluña s/n 
Aptd. 816 Tarragona 

 
Tel.: +34 9 77 21 62 03 
Mobile: +34 6 09 17 69 73 
Email: inigolb@sasemar.es 
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REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE / CENTRE D’ACTIVITÉS RÉGIONALES 

 
 
PLAN BLEU 
 

M. Didier SAUZADE 
Programme écosystèmes marins 
Plan Bleu 
271, Corniche Kennedy 
13007 Marseille 
FRANCE 

 
Tél. : +33 4 84 08 00 52 
Fax : +33 4 92 38 71 31 
Courriel : dsauzade@planbleu.org 

 
 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION / ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE 
 

 
INTERPOL 
 

Ms Susan VAN DEN BRINK 
Environmental Security Sub-Directorate (ENS) 
INTERPOL General Secretariat 
200 Quai Charles de Gaulle 
69006 Lyon 
FRANCE 

 
Tel.: +33 4 72 44 66 62 
Mobile: +33 61 484 5658 
E-mail: s.vandenbrink@interpol.int 

 
 

REGIONAL AGREEMENT / ACCORD RÉGIONAL 
 

 
RAMOGE AGREEMENT / ACCORD RAMOGE 
 

Mme Anne VISSIO 
Secrétaire exécutif 
Accord RAMOGE 
7 avenue des Papalins 
MC 98000 
MONACO 

 
Tél. : +377 98 98 40 05 
Fax : +377 98 98 40 07 
Courriel : avissio@gouv.mc 

 
 

Mme Francesca BONANSEA 
Secrétariat de l'Accord RAMOGE 
7 avenue des Papalins 
MC 98000 
MONACO 

 
Tél. : +377 98 98 42 29 
Portable : +33 643 913 799 
Fax : +377 98 98 40 07 
Courriel : sramoge@gouv.mc 
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CONFERENCE INTERPRETERS / INTERPRÈTES DE LA CONFERENCE 

 
 

Mme Sarah COMBETTE-MOLSON 
Mme Zoé ROOKE 
M. Alan VARLEY 

 
CMO INTERPRETATION-TRADUCTION 
73, Bd Mantéga Righi 
06100 Nice 
FRANCE 

 
Tél. :  +33 4 92 09 90 92 
Portable : +33 6 22 43 47 10 
Fax : +33 4 92 09 92 72 
Courriel : cmo@wandoo.fr 

 
 

SECRETARIAT / SECRÉTARIAT 
 

 
REGIONAL MARINE POLLUTION EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE FOR THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA (REMPEC) / CENTRE RÉGIONAL MÉDITERRANÉEN POUR 
L'INTERVENTION D'URGENCE CONTRE LA POLLUTION MARINE ACCIDENTELLE (REMPEC) 

 
 

Mr Gabino GONZALEZ 
Head of Office 
E-mail: ggonzalez@rempec.org 

 
Mr Franck LAUWERS 
Programme Officer (Prevention) 
E-mail: flauwers@rempec.org 

 
REMPEC 
Maritime House 
Lascaris Wharf 
Valletta VLT 1921, MALTA 

 
Tel.: +356 21 33 72 96/7/8 
Fax: +356 21 33 99 51 
E-mail: rempec@rempec.org 
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AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 

Opening of the Meeting 
 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 
 

2. Regional and international developments relevant to MENELAS 
 

3. Collecting, recording and documenting evidence of illicit ship pollution discharges 
 

4. Coordinated aerial surveillance operations for illicit ship pollution discharges in the 
Mediterranean 

 
5. Reporting illicit ship pollution discharges 

 
6. MENELAS information system 

 
7. Presentation of cases of interest 

 
8. Cooperation with other regional and international organisations 

 
9. Election of Chair for the period 2016-2017 

 
10. Future work and meetings 

 
11. Other business 

 
12. Conclusions and recommendations 

 
Closure of the Meeting 
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ANNEX IV 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
The Meeting of the Mediterranean Network of Law Enforcement Officials relating to MARPOL within 
the framework of the Barcelona Convention (MENELAS), which met in Toulon, France, from 29 
September 2015 to 1 October 2015: 
 
1 appreciated the voluntary contributions from the Government of France, the Government of 
Malta and the RAMOGE Agreement as well as the financial support from the International Maritime 
Organization Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme; 
 
2 was grateful for the continuous support that Plan Bleu has provided, as implementing agency 
of the Regional – Governance and Knowledge generation (ReGoKo) Project; 
 
3 encouraged Mediterranean coastal States as well as relevant regional and international 
organisations to provide voluntary contributions to support future MENELAS activities and meetings; 
 
4 welcomed the adoption of the MENELAS Terms of Reference (ToRs) by the Eighteenth 
Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, which was 
convened in Istanbul, Turkey from 3 to 6 December 2013; 
 
5 recalled the importance of the active engagement of the participating Mediterranean coastal 
States in the Network in accordance with its ToRs; 
 
6 urged the Mediterranean coastal States that had not yet nominated their Designated 
Representatives to the Network to do so at their earliest convenience in consultation with the relevant 
authorities; 
 
7 noted that most countries used the standard pollution accidents reporting format (POLREP) to 
exchange information when pollution of the sea had occurred and, in addition, used a specific marine 
oil pollution detection/investigation report for legal proceedings, which was relatively similar from one 
country to the other; 
 
8 invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with copies of their specific marine oil 
pollution detection/investigation report with a view to analysing it and reporting similarities and 
differences to the next MENELAS meeting; 
 
9 also welcomed the fact that this meeting was held in parallel with a coordinated aerial 
surveillance operation, namely OSCAR-MED 2015 (Opération de Surveillance Coordonnée Aérienne 
des Rejets en Méditerranée), which took place on 29 and 30 September 2015 in the RAMOGE area; 
 
10 recommended the future organisation of coordinated aerial surveillance operations for illicit 
ship pollution discharges in other parts of the Mediterranean Sea, and requested the Secretariat to 
liaise with Mediterranean coastal States interested in organising such operations, with a view to 
enhancing operational cooperation in the Mediterranean region to combat illicit ship pollution and 
facilitating the mobilisation of the necessary resources; 
 
11 noted with appreciation the establishment of a MENELAS database on illicit ship pollution 
discharges in the Mediterranean and invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with 
information on surveillance activities prior to the next MENELAS meeting; 
 
12 requested the Secretariat to analyse the information provided by Mediterranean coastal 
States to IMO through the mandatory reporting system under MARPOL (MEPC/Circ.318) and report 
its findings to the next MENELAS meeting; 
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13 acknowledged the progress in developing the MENELAS information system and recognised 
the added value of the feature of having a restricted area for participating members only 
(“forum/hotline”) for which the Secretariat was requested to provide all MENELAS Designated 
Representatives with secured access; 
 
14 also invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with publicly available 
information on their respective legal framework, operational structure, annual reports as well as 
surveillance activities in the Mediterranean Sea Area by mid-October 2015; 
 
15 further invited participating members to provide the Secretariat with the names of the 24/7 
contact points, other enforcement personnel, investigators, sanctioning officials as well as 
prosecutors, magistrates or officials from penalising authorities in their respective country, who should 
also be given access to the restricted area of the MENELAS information system, as soon as 
practicable; 
 
16 agreed to make use of the restricted area of the MENELAS information system 
(“forum/hotline”) to exchange information on past cases and lessons learnt, amongst others; 
 
17 also encouraged participating members to provide the Secretariat with information on the 
applicable sanctions in their country with regard to illicit ship pollution discharges and requested the 
Secretariat to analyse this information and report its findings as well as developments on the review of 
HELCOM Recommendation 19/14 to the next MENELAS meeting; 
 
18 valued INTERPOL’s participation to this meeting and requested the Secretariat to liaise with 
the INTERPOL General Secretariat to provide the participating members with the contact details of 
their INTERPOL National Central Bureau, to explore the possibility to provide access to relevant 
INTERPOL documentation related to illicit ship pollution discharges to participating members, and to 
assist in the current review process of the INTERPOL Investigative Manual on Illegal Oil Discharges 
from Vessels; 
 
19 asked participating members to inform relevant regional and international organisations to 
which they were Parties about the outcome of this meeting and to report on the outcome of 
discussions in these organisations at the next MENELAS meeting; 
 
20 called on the Secretariat to liaise with relevant regional and international organisations with a 
view to ensuring the necessary cooperation, which may include regular information exchange and 
reciprocal representation, amongst others; 
 
21 agreed to include the following items in the MENELAS Programme of Activities for the period 
2016-2017: 
 

.1 marine oil pollution detection/investigation report; 
 

.2 establishment of a MENELAS database on illicit ship pollution discharges in the 
Mediterranean; 

 
.3 review existing applicable sanctions at national level with regard to illicit ship pollution 

discharges; and 
 

.4 measures to charge reasonable costs for the use of port reception facilities or, when 
applicable, apply a No-Special-Fee system; 

 
22 elected France, represented by Ms Marie-Sophie Dufau-Richet, to chair the Network for the 
period 2016-2017; 
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23 also recommended that the next MENELAS meeting should preferably be held prior to the 
Meeting of the Focal Points of REMPEC subject to the decision on the Programme of Work and 
Budget 2016-2017 by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols and 
provided that the necessary external financial resources were mobilised in time by the Secretariat; 
and 
 
24 further requested the Secretariat to report to the Meeting of the Focal Points of REMPEC on 
the outcome of this meeting as well as any inter-sessional work that may have been carried out on the 
MENELAS Programme of Activities, as referred to in Paragraph 21 above. 
 


