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Note by the Secretariat 

 
 
Within the context of the Mediterranean Offshore Action Plan (MOAP) and more precisely of its - 

Specific Objective 9 – defining that “The Offshore monitoring programme will be developed in line 

with the Ecosystem Approach Process (EcAp) Roadmap and, in particular, with the Integrated 

Monitoring and Assessment Programme” (IMAP), this document reproduces Guidance Factsheets that 

have been endorsed by CPs in the context of the implementation of the EcAp, in order to assess the 

status of the Mediterranean Sea and coast.  

The Guidance Factsheets reproduced are those of the proposed five keys IMAP CIs to be monitored as 

part of the Offshore Protocol (CIs 1, 2, 15, 17 and 18).  

 

The Guidance Factsheets reproduced in this document have been extracted from: 

 

- UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.444/6/Rev.1;  

- UNEP/MED WG.467/6; and 

- UNEP/MED WG.467/5 

 

The data and information included in this document are in support of the Meeting document 

REMPEC/WG.55/2. 
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Annex I 

 

Introduction to the Structure of the Common Indicator Factsheets 

 

 

1 The 19th Meeting of Contracting Parties (COP 19), held in February 2016, adopted the 

Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme (IMAP) of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast and 

Related Assessment Criteria (Decision IG. 22/7), with a list of regionally agreed good environmental 

status descriptions, common indicators and targets, with principles and clear timeline for its 

implementation. 

 

2 IMAP, through Decision IG.22/7 lays down the principles for an integrated monitoring, which 

will, for the first time, monitor biodiversity and non-indigenous species, pollution and marine litter, 

coast and hydrography in an integrated manner. As such, IMAP aims to facilitate the implementation of 

article 12 of the Barcelona Convention and several other monitoring related provisions under different 

Protocols . Its backbone are the 11 Ecological Objectives and their 27 common indicators as presented 

in Decision IG. 22/7. 

 

3 The UNEP/MAP Programme of Work (PoW) adopted at COP 19, includes Output 1.4.3 for the 

Implementation of IMAP (the EcAp-based integrated monitoring and assessment programme) 

coordinated, including GES common indicators fact sheets, and supported by a data information centre 

to be integrated into Info/MAP platform. 

 

4 In line with the above, guidance factsheets have been developed for each Common Indicator to 

ensure coherent monitoring, with specific targets defined and agreed in order to deliver the achievement 

of Good Environmental Status (GES) and as such, provide concrete guidance and references to 

Contracting Parties to support implementation of their revised national monitoring programmes towards 

the overall goal of implementing the Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) in the Mediterranean Sea and 

achieving GES. 

 

5 The structure of a Common Indicator Factsheet can be summarized by looking at the different 

organization levels of the developed factsheet templates. A common set of relevant policy and science-

based information is required on each (ie. Indicator Title, Rational, Policy Context and Targets, Indicator 

analysis methods and Methodology for monitoring (temporal and spatial scope), Contacts and Document 

Registration). In each, detailed definitions, methodologies, references, gaps, uncertainties, data analysis 

approaches, basis for aggregation (if applies) and outputs complete the guidance factsheets, as described 

under, in Table 1 of the Annex. 
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Annex II 

 

Reproduction of Guidance Factsheet for Common Indicator 1 : Habitat distributional range 

(EO 1). 
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Annex III 

 

Reproduction of Guidance Factsheet for Common Indicator 2 : Condition of the habitat’s 

typical species and communities (EO 1). 
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Annex IV 

 

Reproduction of Guidance Factsheet for Common Indicator 15 : Location and extent of the 

habitats potentially impacted by hydrographic alterations. 
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Annex V 

 

Reproduction of Guidance Factsheet for Common Indicator 17 : Concentration of key harmful 

contaminants measured in the relevant matrix* (EO9). 
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* Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) Descriptor 8: Concentrations of contaminants are at levels not giving rise to 

pollution effects 
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Annex VI 

 

Reproduction of Guidance Factsheet for Common Indicator 18 : Level of pollution effects of key 

contaminants where a cause and effect relationship has been established† (EO9) 
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† Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) Descriptor 8: Concentrations of contaminants are at levels not giving rise to 

pollution effects 
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