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Agenda item 2
Interactive session to conclude on “Compliance with 
NOx Tier III standards”
 Discussion

 let’s talk and share national expertise, concerns, expected barriers, lessons learned… 
 Through guiding questions, on a form distributed to each participant

 Case studies 
 Recap on sources and basis for a national Tier III compliance regime
 Examples of structure and communication system established by Flag State 

Administrations, for their fleet

REMPEC Consultant
Marie Caillerie



Discussion through Q&A
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Discussion
Let’s take some time to reflect on various aspects, share national perspectives 
and good practices.

Each participant receives a form, which contains a series of questions, grouped 
by topics.
Questions are only intended to guide and help our conversation and trigger a 
debate in relation to MARPOL Annex VI and NOx ECA.
There are no good, bad, or mandatory answers. 

Discussion is initiated on Day 1 and could continue on Day 2 of this Meeting.
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Discussion
1 – Regulatory framework required to implement Regulation13 and Tier III limit, and to 
control compliance
As an intro, Tell us about the fleet under your Flag? Which key sectors? (Ferries or ships on 
domestic routes; large commercial fleet on international voyages; service and support vessels, 
fishing vessels, yachts and leisure…)

• Can you explain broadly the structure of your maritime administration? Which department 
controls what?

• Are responsibilities (Flag/Port) shared within the same departments? 
• Is an adequate regulatory framework already used to implement regulation 13? And to control 

compliance, for your fleet and within your ports?
• Who is in charge of inspections during PSC?
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Discussion
1 – Regulatory framework required to implement Regulation13 and Tier III limit, and to 
control compliance

• Do you have national surveyors as part of your Administration employees, or 
do you rely mostly on contractual surveyors?

• How do you manage your RO’s ?
• Have you signed Agreements, with differences from one RO to another?
• Any other specific programs in place for monitoring or communication with 

RO’s?

• Is there a mechanism to collect and manage data related to ship NOx
emissions? Which data would be interesting to collect, to your opinion?
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Discussion
2 – Communication channels and awareness raising

• Which tools are available to raise awareness and provide trainings within 
your Administration, for example for your PSCO, or employees in charge of 
certificate issuance or surveys?

• Are you aware of online training courses? Have you ever used any?

• Do you have access to support and assistance in terms of training, or legal 
drafting or technical matters? Through which mechanisms?
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Discussion
 3 – Experience feedback, lessons learned

• During, and following, the implementation of the Med SECA, could you cite 2 
or 3 obstacles faced at national or international levels?

• Could you explain why the situation or the context is different for the 
implementation of a NECA?

• Could you give examples of possible obstacles and challenges for the 
implementation, and the enforcement, of NECA Tier III limit, at a national 
level or international level?



Transposition of MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 13
Case studies



Step 0 – TRANSPOSITION 
Process based on your national legal system
Instruments to enact MARPOL Annex VI should already be in place, if your State is Party to 
Annex VI

Step 1 – IMPLEMENTATION 
Purpose?
• To bring Regulation 13 into effect, as a Flag State and a Port State

List your obligations under Reg. 13 – Where can I get the information?

• In the IMO Non-exhaustive List of obligations, A 34/Res.1208
• In the Guide: Clause-by-clause analysis of MARPOL Annex VI, 2020

And then what?
• Based on your national system
• Establish decree, regulations, measures, tools, whatever, to fulfil those obligations

Regulation 13 in practice – Your turn!
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Step 2 - COMPLIANCE -> for your fleet

Objective?

Provide instructions to your fleet - and to your employees
• In a form adequate for the structure of your maritime administration

• Bulletins, marine technical guidance, procedures, technical alerts, 
etc.

Survey regime and certificates must be in place within your 
Administration – based on which document(s)?

• The HSSC Guidelines for surveys
• Personnel in charge of surveys and certificates aware and trained

Regulation 13 in practice – Your turn!
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In practice, transposition of Regulation 13
Which instructions for your fleet?Clause by Clause analysis (GV2050)IMO List of obligations A 34/Res.1208

RO, ship owners and ship operators, 
engine manufacturers 
Must be aware of the following:
• Content of all surveys, in relation 

to EIAPP and IAPP

To support stakeholders in preparing 
for compliance and upcoming changes:
• Develop a “regulatory watch” 

system for awareness raising

Explain actions required for new ships 
and existing ships 

• This provision should be incorporated in 
the relevant national legislation. The 
regulation also provides that, under 
certain circumstances, relaxation from the 
NOx certification requirements for certain 
specified domestic ships may be accepted. 
These instances should be addressed 
within the relevant national legislation.
• The relevant national legislation should 
make mandatory the application of the 
NTC 2008 to survey and certification of 
applicable marine diesel engines.
The NTC needs to be made mandatory in 
the relevant national legislation.
Several countries incorporate it by 
reference and publish it in associated 
guidance referenced in the legislation.

IMPLEMENTATION
Content of surveys based on HSSC

TRANSPOSITION
Each item shall be transposed in the appropriate domestic instrument
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Case study – A Flag State technical notice to explain 
Annex VI 
https://www.bahamasmaritime.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/MN061-MARPOL-Annex-VI.pdf

Type “BMA MARINE NOTICE 61” in your search engine
Click Download.

Let’s read together. 

Marine Notice 61
“This Notice outlines the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA) position on the requirements of Annex VI of the 
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL Annex VI)”

-> page 7 for Regulation 13

ANY COMMENTS?
What should be noted? What strikes you?
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Case study – A Flag State communication to industry
From the Danish Maritime Authority
https://www.dma.dk/environment-and-climate/nitrogen-oxide-nox

Type: DMA ship NOx – in your search engine

ANY COMMENTS?

Best practice?



Other aspects related to implementation
Let’s recall the recommendations for Policymakers, from Plan Bleu

In Plan Bleu Technical Report - Towards a Mediterranean NECA: Contextual Foundations and Sectoral Implications for 
Fisheries and Tourism - Paper 1. Expert Survey on NOx Controls in Mediterranean Marine Settings – REMPEC/WG.62/INF.5
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Other aspects related to implementation
Recommendation for Policymakers, from Plan Bleu –Technical Report -
Towards a Mediterranean NECA: Contextual Foundations and Sectoral 
Implications for Fisheries and Tourism 
Paper 2. Potential Impacts of the implementation of the NOx Emission 
Control Area on Tourism in the Mediterranean region - REMPEC/WG.62/INF.5 

To ensure the successful implementation of the Med 
NOx ECA, policymakers could adopt a multifaceted 
approach that balances environmental, economic, and 
social objectives. Based on:

- Providing Financial incentives
- Investing in Research and development
- Supporting Capacity building
- Building Public awareness
- Integrating climate and tourism policies
- Improving Monitoring systems
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Conclusion 



End of

Compliance with NOx Tier III 
standards

Part 3 – Interactive session
---

And now
Other aspects related to Reg. 13 

and Tier III
Compliance with Tier III
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Any question or 
clarification, 
please ask!


