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Legal Framework



Post-2020 SAPBIO

PAS BIO 2003

SAP/BIO : Strategic Action Programme for the conservation of 
Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean Region

Main threats affecting Mediterranean marine and coastal
biodiversity

15) Control and mitigate the 
introduction and spread of alien
and invasive specie
(high, first priority rank)



Action Plan concerning species introduction 
and invasive species

Regional Strategy outlines objectives, priorities, 
and implementation measures in different fields
as well as their coordination



Action Plan concerning species introduction 
and invasive species (updated in 2016)



The Ecosystem Approach in the Mediterranean



IMAP:
Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the 
Mediterranean Sea and Coast and Related Assessment Criteria



IMAP:
Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the 
Mediterranean Sea and Coast and Related Assessment Criteria



Implementation measures (1)



Implementation measures (2)

Map Source : http://data.medchm.net
NAP NIS

Monitoring Programme for biodiversity & NIS



MArine Mediterranean non-indigenous and InvAsive
Species Database (MAMIAS)

www.mamias.org



MArine Mediterranean non-indigenous and InvAsive
Species Database (MAMIAS)

MAMIAS Catalogue
Protocol for the 
correction of spelling 
errors
Checking synonyms

Checking autonyms



MArine Mediterranean non-indigenous and InvAsive
Species Database (MAMIAS)
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MArine Mediterranean non-indigenous and InvAsive
Species Database (MAMIAS)



CBD categorization of pathways (CBD 2014)

Transport stowaway: moving of live organisms by 
maritime transport via various vectors: ballast water 
and sediments (T-S/ballast water), bio-fouling of ships, 
boats, offshore oil and gas platforms and other water 
vessels (T-S/hull fouling) and dredging, angling or 
fishing equipment ( T-S/other).
Release in nature: intentional introduction of live 
alien organisms (e.g. for fishing or hunting in the wild).
Escape from confinement: movement of 
(potentially) invasive alien species from confinement 
(e.g. aquaculture).
Transport contaminant: unintentional movement of 
live organisms as (e.g. pests, through international 
trade).
Corridor: movement of alien organisms via transport 
infrastructure (e.g. canals).

the CBD categorization of pathways (CBD 2014) should be adopted 



Key messages(MedQSR 2017)

• Corridors are the most important pathways of new introductions in the 
Mediterranean, followed by shipping and aquaculture.

• A considerable increase is noticeable in the trends of new non-
indigenous species introduced to the Mediterranean Sea.

• Progress has been made in creating national and regional inventories 
of non-indigenous species and assessing their pathways and impacts.

• Evidence for most of the reported impacts of alien species is weak, 
mostly based on expert judgement; a need for stronger inference is 
needed based on experiments or ecological modelling. The 
assessment of trends in abundance and spatial distribution is largely 
lacking. NIS identification is of crucial importance, and the lack of 
taxonomical expertise has already resulted in several NIS having been 
overlooked for certain time periods. The use of molecular approaches 
including bar-coding are often useful besides traditional species 
identification.

• Regular dedicated monitoring and long- time series will be needed so 
that estimation of such trends is possible in the future. There is a need 
for better coordination at national and sub-regional level on NIS 
monitoring.

https://www.medqsr.org/

https://www.medqsr.org/


Thank you !
Atef OUERGHI, Programme Officer - Ecosystem Conservation
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www.spa-rac.org


