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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROTOCOL TO THE BARCELONA CONVENTION 
CONCERNING COOPERATION IN COMBATING POLLUTION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

BY OIL AND OTHER HARMFUL SUBSTANCES IN CASES OF EMERGENCY 
 
 
1. Since the last Meeting of REMPEC’s Focal Points held in Malta in October 1996, and in conformity 
with the strategy adopted in 1989 and with the programme approved by the Ordinary Meeting of the 
Contracting Parties, REMPEC carried out activities aimed at improving and strengthening the regional 
system for co-operation and mutual assistance in cases of emergency and at increasing the levels of 
preparedness for and response to accidental marine pollution of individual coastal States.  During the 
period under consideration, the activities and volume of work of the Centre continued to increase and at 
the same time the conditions for the functioning of REMPEC which have gravely deteriorated during the 
past years, did not improve. 
 
2. REMPEC has mainly concentrated its activities on: 
 
      - training; 
      - capacity building; 
      - assistance in case of emergency. 
 
 
 TRAINING 
 
 Regional training courses 
 
3. The regional training course on preparedness for and response to marine pollution incidents 
involving oil and other hazardous substances in the Mediterranean (MEDIPOL) was organized by 
REMPEC in cooperation and with the assistance of the Marine Environment Protection Division (MEPD), 
of the Ministry of Mercantile Marine of the Hellenic Republic, between 29 November and 7 December 
1996 in Piraeus, Greece (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.3). 
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4. The voluntary contribution of the Ministry of Mercantile Marine of the Hellenic Republic as the host 
country, and in particular the considerable work carried out by the Director and the staff of the Marine 
Environment Protection Division of the same Ministry was essential for the smooth running and final 
success of the course.  MEDIPOL 96 provided an opportunity for establishing contacts with the Greek 
shipping, oil and chemical industries, which are expected to further encourage the co-operation between 
government and industry, in the field of accidental marine pollution preparedness and response. 
 
5. A specialized regional training course on response to packaged dangerous goods lost at sea was 
organized by REMPEC in collaboration with "Le Centre de Documentation de Recherche et 
d'Experimentations sur les pollutions accidentelles des eaux" (CEDRE) in Brest, France between 4 and 
8 February 1997 (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.4). 
 
6. Together with the Italian Ministry of Environment and in co-operation with the Italian chemical 
industry (ENICHEM), the Centre organized a regional specialized training course on prevention, 
preparedness and response to accidents involving hazardous and noxious substances carried in bulk, 
which was held between 24 and 28 November 1997 in Porto Marghera (Venice), Italy at the 
ENICHEM's training centre (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.5). 
 
 National training courses 
 
7. During the period under observation REMPEC also conducted national training courses/ workshops 
in the following coastal States: Libya (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.6), Croatia (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.7) and 
Syria (REMPEC/WG.16/INF.8).  These were held in May 1997, June 1997 and April 1998 respectively. 
 
 CAPACITY BUILDING 
 
8. The Centre gives priority to the development of national systems for preparedness and response and 
to the adoption of subregional contingency plans.  These areas constitute the main impetus of present 
and future actions of REMPEC. 
 
a) Assistance in developing national systems for preparedness and response 
 
9. The activities of the Centre in this area are primarily concentrated on the following coastal States: 
Albania, Lebanon, Libya, Malta and Syria.  These States are in the process of developing their own 
national systems. 
 
10. The Director of REMPEC visited Syria (22-24 November 1996) where he discussed with the 
REMPEC's Operational Focal Points, the assistance REMPEC could provide to Syria in developing its 
national system for preparedness and response.  The visit of the Director was followed by the visit of a 
consultant in January 1997 (25-30 January 1997) who prepared a comprehensive draft project proposal 
concerning the completion of the Syrian national system for preparedness and response to accidental 
marine pollution.  Based on the report of the Consultant REMPEC prepared a project proposal for the 
development of the Syrian preparedness and response system, which has been submitted to the 
EC/LIFE - 98 financial instrument. A Seminar for decision-makers and governmental officials was 
organized in Latakia in April 1998 as well as an interministerial meeting for discussing the project 
proposal for the development of Syrian system.  Competent Syrian national authorities prepared a draft 
National Contingency Plan, which was subsequently translated into English and submitted to REMPEC 
for comments in August 1998. 
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11. The Director also visited Lebanon (25-27 November 1996) where he discussed with the Lebanese 
authorities (Director General of Transport) the follow-up of the recommendations regarding the 
development of a national system for preparedness and response, which were contained in the report of 
the consultant who visited Lebanon in 1995. 
 
12. A consultant visited Albania (8-16 December 1996) to prepare a comprehensive draft project 
proposal concerning the completion of the national system for preparedness and response of Albania, 
which could be subsequently submitted for financing to potential funding donors. 
 
13. Several meetings between the competent Maltese authorities and REMPEC took place at end of last 
year and this year, which lead to: 
 
 a) the signatory in February 1998 of the Memorandum of Understanding organizing the cooperation 

between Maltese authorities and REMPEC and the assistance of the Centre; 
 
 b) the preparation and the submission to the EC/LIFE - 98 financial instrument of a project proposal 

on the development of sensitivity mapping and spill modelling. 
 

c) the preparation of Interim Emergency Response Procedures. 
 
 
b) Emergency preparedness and response to maritime related accidents involving hazardous 

substances in port areas 
 
14. Following the request put forward by Turkey a pilot project has been prepared by REMPEC related 
to a risk assessment study and associated capacity building for preparedness and response for the ports 
of Mersin and Iskenderun, Turkey which has been submitted to the EC/LIFE - 98 financial instrument. 
 
15. REMPEC is currently working closely with the Greek authorities on the preparation of a pilot project 
on risk analysis for port storage and handling facilities.  The project concerns a terminal handling VCM in 
the port of Thessaloniki, Greece. 
 
16. Following a meeting which took place in Slovenia in June 1997 REMPEC prepared a draft proposed 
project on "Risk assessment and associated capacity building for preparedness and response to 
maritime related accidents involving liquid chemicals in bulk for the Port of Koper (Slovenia).” The 
technical component of the draft project has been completed. 
 
 
c) Assistance in the development of bilateral or multilateral operational agreements 

(Subregional Contingency Plans) 
 
Cyprus, Egypt, Israel 
 
17. In June 1996 REMPEC submitted to EC for approval and financing through LIFE financing 
instrument, a project proposal concerning the development of spill response capabilities of Cyprus, 
Egypt and Israel.  The Project was approved in December 1996 and the relevant contract was signed by 
EC and IMO, on behalf of REMPEC, in February 1997.  The total budget of the Project is 699,200 ECUs. 
 
18. The first activity organized under this Project was the First Meeting of the Steering Committee of 
the parties to the Subregional Contingency Plan (Cyprus, Egypt, Israel), held in Cyprus 24-25 March 
1997. 
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19. The following activities have been carried out under this Project: 
 

a) during 1997 
 

- 3 national training courses on shore clean-up techniques (September-October 1997); 
 
 - first phases of three consultancies on sensitivity mapping, on oil spill modelling and on 

communications, respectively (initiated starting from June 1997). 
 

b) during 1998 
 
 - The combined First Meeting of National Operational Authorities responsible for the 

implementation of the Subregional Contingency Plan and the Second Meeting of the Steering 
Committee (Egypt; March 1998); 

 
- A Meeting of a Working Group of National Experts on Communication (Cyprus, April 1998) 

 
- 2 national training courses on communications and reporting in Cyprus and Egypt respectively 

(April 1998); 
 

- A joint oil spill response exercise (Cyprus, November 1998); 
 

- The Second Meeting of National Operational Authorities responsible for the implementation of 
the Subregional Contingency Plan (Cyprus, November 1998); 

 
- Phase two of sensitivity mapping and spill modelling activities. 

 
20. Discussions and preparatory works are still going on for the preparation of a project leading to the 
development of a Subregional system for combating major marine pollution incidents in the North Adriatic 
(Croatia, Italy, Slovenia). 
 
21. A meeting of the Steering Committee of the Project on oil pollution management in the south 
Mediterranean sea (Algeria/Egypt/Libya/Morocco/Tunisia) took place in MAP's offices in Athens in 
July 1997.  REMPEC was invited to participate in the meeting which decided that REMPEC should be a 
member of the Steering Committee with the view to ensuring full coordination between the GEF project 
and the MAP programme.  Subsequently REMPEC was invited and participated in the meeting of the 
Steering Committee organized in Oslo in October 1997. 
 
 
d) Projects proposed within the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership 
 
22. At the first Meeting of experts on the implementation of the multi-annual rolling work programme for 
maritime transport in the Mediterranean, organized within the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership and held in Cyprus 14-16 October 1996, regional projects concerning maritime safety and 
pollution prevention were identified. 
 
23. As agreed by the Cyprus meeting and subsequently by the REMPEC Focal Points Meeting, 
REMPEC prepared and submitted to the European Commission DG VII two projects proposals: 
 
 1. Port reception facilities for collecting ship-generated garbage, bilge waters and oil residues, 

which will have two main objectives: 
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  a) promoting, in accordance with the MARPOL 73/78 Convention, the installation of port 

reception facilities for the collection of garbage, bilge waters and oily residues generated by 
ships, as well as at identifying the most suitable, harmonized approach to financially 
(economically) viable operation of these facilities in the Mediterranean Partner States.   

 
  b) studying (from a regional perspective) the question of the disposal, treatment or recycling of 

garbage and oily residues collected taking into account other experiences in the field; pilot 
and demonstration projects should be conducted (Cyprus, Tunisia). 

 
 2. Preparedness and response to accidental marine pollution by ships which includes three main 

components: 
 
  a) a comprehensive training programme; 
 
  b) the development of environmental sensitivity maps for oil spill response (in selected 

countries); 
 
  c) a study of salvage and towing capacities in the Mediterranean region which can be used in 

case of emergency. 
 
24. Prior to their transmission to the European Commission REMPEC received, as requested, written 
support from Ministries in charge of maritime transport or/and Ministries of Environment from the non EU 
countries participating in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.  The Director of REMPEC already had 
several meetings with national authorities to discuss these projects, as well as with the European 
Commission. 
 
25. The proposed projects are in line with the strategy approved within the framework of the MAP, as 
well as with the various medium term programmes adopted by the Contracting Parties.  When preparing 
these projects, REMPEC took into account other on-going or planned projects in order to avoid 
duplication and to ensure complementarity of efforts.  On the other hand, when preparing its programme 
for submission to the Contracting Parties and when REMPEC will implement this programme, the Centre, 
with a view to achieving its overall objectives, will take into account these projects and the fact that not all 
Mediterranean countries are participating in the Euro-Mediterranean partnership. 
 
26 The project related to port reception facilities has been accepted.  The advice is expected from the 
EC on the exact date of the start of this project, whose duration is two years. 
 
27. The project proposal concerning preparedness and response to accidental marine pollution was 
transmitted to the European Commission DG VII, which subsequently requested REMPEC to make 
some modifications. 
 
 
 ASSISTANCE IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
 
28. In conformity with its responsibility to organize and maintain the Mediterranean Assistance Unit 
(MAU) in a state of operational readiness REMPEC, with a view to facilitating the activation of the MAU in 
case of emergency, negotiated arrangements with selected centres of expertise  taking into account that 
the effectiveness of the MAU may largely depend on the availability of the back-up resources and logistic 
support, which the established centres of expertise can put at the disposal of experts forming the MAU. 
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29. The Meeting of REMPEC Focal Points (October 1994) requested and subsequently the Ninth 
Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Barcelona, June 1995) 
approved that the money recovered from insurers, as reimbursement of expenses incurred by the MAU, 
be put in a special revolving fund which the Centre should use only for financing the MAU activities. On 
10 September 1998 the balance of this account was 18,433.19 USD. 
 
30. The French authorities organized in cooperation with TOTAL oil company a major pollution response 
exercise (ANTIPOL 97) on 16 and 17 of September 1997, off Toulon.  Observers from Western 
Mediterranean countries were invited through REMPEC to participate in the exercise, and several 
countries sent their observers.  The exercise was successfully conducted.  International communications 
and international assistance were tested.  The RAMOGEPLAN was activated and the result was 
satisfactory. 
 
31. A Communication Exercise between REMPEC and SET (Servizio Emergenza Trasporto), Italy, has 
been carried out within the Framework of the European Chemical Industry's Responsible Care 
Programme - ICE, during the MEDEXPOL 97 Training Course, which was jointly organized by REMPEC 
and ENICHEM S.p.A. at ENICHEM's Training Centre in Porto Marghera, Italy, 24-28 November 1997. 
 
32. No major accident occurred in the Mediterranean region during the period under consideration.  
However maritime incidents did occur, which in some cases required REMPEC, on request of the 
concerned countries, to provide information and advice (see Annex I). 
 
 
 THE RATIFICATION OF THE RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 
 
33. The status of ratification by the Mediterranean coastal States of the principal International 
Conventions related to the pollution of the sea, for which IMO performs depositary or other functions, is 
given in Annex II. 
 
34. Since the last Meeting of REMPEC Focal Points the following coastal States have ratified: 
 

 - Egypt  • Solas Protocol 88 
     • LL Protocol 88 
     • CLC Protocol 92 

 
 - France  • CLC Protocol 92 
     • Fund Protocol 92 

 
 - Greece  • Solas Protocol 88 
     • LL Protocol 88 
     • CLC Protocol 92 
     • Fund Protocol 92 
     • Fund Protocol 76 
     • Salvage 89 
     • OPRC 90 

 
 - Italy  • Salvage 89 

 
 - Spain  • Solas Protocol 88 
     • CLC Protocol 92 
     • Fund Protocol 92 

 
 - Tunisia • OPRC 90 
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35. The past term has been characterized by: 
 

a) the fact that most Mediterranean countries have reached that minimum level of preparedness to 
respond to accidental marine pollution which would in turn allow them to participate more 
actively in the development of a regional system for co-operation in cases of emergencies; 

 
b) the development and the improvement of national arrangements as well as of the regional 

system which has brought about a constant increase in the activities and volume of work of the 
Centre; 

 
c) the adoption by the Tenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 

Convention, in November 1997 in Tunis of a Regional Strategy on Prevention of the Pollution of 
the Marine Environment by ships. 

 
36. The general directions for the future are broadly reflected in the documents presented and the 
proposals submitted by the Centre which the participants are invited to discuss in more detail under the 
various Agenda Items. 
 
 
Action requested of the Meeting of Focal Points 
 
 The Meeting is invited to: 
 

a) take note and express its views on the main lines of the past policy; 
 
 b) have a preliminary exchange of views on the main directions of future policy. 
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ANNEX I 
 
 

ACCIDENTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN IN WHICH REMPEC 
PROVIDED INFORMATION AND ADVICE 

 
1 July 1996 - 1 October 1998 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13/02/97   lat : 41.02N   long : 28.57E ISTANBUL-TURKEY FIRE/EXPLOSION 
 
SHIPS INVOLVED FLAG DWT GRT YEAR CARGO QUANTITY(t) 
1 MT TPAO TUR 159982    86595 77   
2         
 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : LLOYD'S  
 
SPILLED : OILY RESIDUES    QUANTITY(t) : 5 SURFACE(km2) :  
 
RESPONSE : FIREFIGHTING. SHORE CLEAN-UP. 
 
REMARKS : WAS ENGULFED IN FLAMES AFTER EXPLOSIONS IN THE GAS DEPOT OCCURED. THE FIRE HAS 

SPREAD TO SOME OTHER SHIPS. 2 PEOPLE INJURED. 
 

Following the request by the ship's P and I Club REMPEC provided them with the information 
concerning competent Turkish national authorities and followed the developement of the situation 
through contacts with ITOPF. 
 
 
 
 
 
04/04/97   lat : --N   long : --- ISRAELI COAST CARGO WASHED ASHORE 
 
SHIPS INVOLVED FLAG DWT GRT YEAR CARGO    QUANTITY(t) 
1         
2         
 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : FOCAL POINT - ISRAEL 
 
SPILLED : PESTICIDES  QUANTITY(t) : 0.1 SURFACE(km2) :  
 
RESPONSE :    
 
REMARKS : IT IS SUSPECTED THAT THE BOTTLES (CONTAINING A DILLUTED SOLUTION OF A MIXTURE OF 

PESTICIDES: 100 BOTTLES OF 1L EACH) FELL OFF OR WERE THROWN OFF A PASSING SHIP. THIS 
COCKTAIL OF PESTICIDES LIKELY TO BE FOR DOMESTIC USE SUCH AS GARDENING DUE TO THE 
LOW CONCENTRATION. 

 

 REMPEC kept contact with the Israeli authorities during the crisis and provided them with the information 
on the products involved.  The Centre also kept informed Lebanese authorities on the development of 
the situation. 
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15/06/97   lat : 36.53N   long : 6.54E SKIKDA - ALGERIA RUPTURED PIPELINE 
 
SHIPS INVOLVED FLAG DWT GRT YEAR CARGO    QUANTITY(t) 
1         
2         
 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : FOCAL POINT - ALGERIA 
 
SPILLED : CRUDE OIL (ALGERIAN)   QUANTITY(t) : 100 SURFACE(km2) :  
 
RESPONSE : CONTAINMENT AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS; SHORE CLEAN-UP.   
 
REMARKS : 600M3 SPILLED: ABOUT 500M3 RECOVERED. 1.5T OF DEAD FISH RECOVERED. 
 

 REMPEC maintained contact with the competent Algerian national authorities throughout the duration of 
the crisis. 
 
 
 
 
 
28/10/97   lat : 38.13N   long : 21.24E OFF AKRA PAPAS - GREECE GROUNDING 
 
SHIPS INVOLVED FLAG DWT GRT YEAR CARGO    QUANTITY(t) 
1 MV SERIFOS GRC       1974 1066 67 FUEL    1800 
2         
 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : FOCAL POINT - GREECE 
 
SPILLED : REFINED PRODUCTS   QUANTITY(t) : 800 SURFACE(km2) :  
 
RESPONSE : SHORELINE PROTECTION BY BOOMS. TRANSFER OF CARGO. 
 
REMARKS : THE SHIP CARRIED 950T OF DIESEL OIL, 300T OF UNLEADED, 550T OF SUPER GASOLINE. 

BAD WEATHER CONDITIONS HAMPERED OIL SPILL RESPONSE. OIL DISPERSED NATURALLY. 
ABOUT 1000T OF OILY MIXTURES RECOVERED.  

 

REMPEC maintained permanent contact with the Greek authorities, ITOPF and the vessel's P and I 
Club.  Information concerning competent Greek national authorities was provided upon request to the P 
and I Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20/11/97   lat : 32.43N   long : 20.57E OFF BENGHAZI - LIBYA GROUNDING 
 
SHIPS INVOLVED FLAG DWT GRT YEAR CARGO    QUANTITY(t) 
1 MV ABDUL RAHMAN EGY 2540 2116    71 CHEMICALS   2250 
2         
 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION : FOCAL POINT - LIBYA 
 
SPILLED : CHEMICALS MISCELLANEOUS   QUANTITY(t) : 2250 SURFACE(km2) :  
 
RESPONSE : SURVEILLANCE   
 
REMARKS : SHIP CARRYING 1500T OF AMMONIUM NITRATE, 500T OF FERROSILICON, 100T OF 

CAUSTIC SODA AND 100T OF BLACK HONEY, PLUS FUEL OIL AS BUNKERS. PART OF THE 
SHIPMENT WAS SPILLED OUT. VESSEL HEAVILY DAMAGED. 

 

REMPEC maintained permanent contact with the Libyan authorities, with a view to assisting them 
should the need for the assistance arise. 
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JUNE 1998 
 
Following a request put forward on 22 June 1998 by the Environmental Health & Safety Division of 
OECD, REMPEC provided information concerning sodium cyanide, for onward transmission to the 
Environment Unit of UNEP/OCHA, for a spill in a lake in Kyrgystan. 
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