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Decision IG.21/7 

Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean in the Framework of 
Article 15 of the Land Based Sources Protocol  

 
 
The 18th Meeting of the Contracting Parties, 
 
Recalling Article 5 of the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against 
Pollution from Land-based Sources and Activities adopted in 1996, hereinafter referred to as 
the LBS Protocol, concerning elaboration and implementation of national and regional action 
plans and programmes  for elimination of pollution deriving from land-based sources, 
 
Recalling Article 15 of the LBS Protocol concerning regional action plans and programmes 
containing measures and timetables for their implementation, as well as the Annex 1 section 
C, point 14 of the same Protocol, 
 
Taking into account Decision IG.20/10 of the 17th Meeting of the Contracting Parties (Paris, 
FUaQce, FebUXaU\ 2012) eQWLWOed ³AdRSWLRQ Rf Whe SWUaWegLc Framework for Marine Litter 
PaQagePeQW´, aV ZeOO aV Whe PeaVXUeV RQ CRQWURO Rf SROOXWLRQ b\ SeUVLVWeQW V\QWheWLc 
materials in the Mediterranean Sea adopted by the 7th Meeting of the Contracting Parties 
(Cairo, October 1991),  
 
Recalling the Rio+20 declaration µthe Future Ze Zant¶, 
 
Recalling the UNEP Global Marine Litter Initiative that took an active lead in assisting twelve 
Regional Seas Programmes in organizing and implementing regional activities on marine 
litter,  
 
Recalling the results of the assessment of the status of marine litter in the Mediterranean 
prepared by MAP partners in 2008 in the framework of Barcelona Convention/UNEP-MAP 
MED POL Programme,  
 
Noting that marine litter has become a global and regional issue affecting marine and coastal 
environment quality as well as the important knowledge gaps on marine litter sources and 
impacts in the Mediterranean marine and coastal environment,  
 
Highlighting the need to carry out focused scientific research to fill knowledge gap and 
support the implementation of required measures, 
 
Taking into account the work carried out within the framework of United Nations 
Environment Programme and the pertinent provisions of the relevant international 
environmental agreements and other regional agreements of relevance,  
 
Taking also into account the legal obligations with regard to marine litter and the relevant 
work carried out in this field within the framework of the UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention 
and its associated Protocols, 
 
Taking note of the United Nations General Assembly resolutions A/RES/60/30 and 
A/RES/63/111 on Oceans and the Law of the Sea (2005 and 2008) and resolutions 
A/RES/60/31 and A/RES/63/112 on sustainable fisheries (2005 and 2008), 
 
  



UNEP(DEPI)/MED IG.21/9 
Annex II ± Thematic Decisions 
Page 144 
 
Taking note of the commitments endorsed by the Fifth International Marine Debris 
Conference and the Honolulu Strategy (2011), a global framework strategy to prevent, 
reduce, and manage marine litter, the UNEP/GPA Programme of Work on marine litter 
adopted in January 2012, as well as the International Conference on Prevention and 
Management of Marine Litter in European Seas, Berlin, 10-12 April 2013, 
 
Being Inspired by the progress of the work carried out by Barcelona Convention/UNEP-MAP 
to implement the Ecosystem Approach Roadmap with a particular focus on the commonly 
agreed ecological objectives, operational objectives, indicators, good environmental status 
and respective targets with regards to marine litter and the need to fully streamline their 
application on marine litter management, as well as the need to fully harmonize 
implementation of this Plan with the Mediterranean Ecosystems Approach (EcAp) cycle, 
 
Referring to the Report of the Meeting of the MEDPOL Focal points held in Joint Session 
with CP/RAC Focal points on 18-21 June 2013 in Barcelona, Spain, 
 
Committed to increased efforts to tackle the regional challenges for the prevention  of marine 
litter in an efficient and effective way to achieve good environmental status in synergy with 
EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and in harmony with the other European Regional 
Seas, 
 
Decides to: 
 
Adopt the Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean in the 
framework of Articles 5 and 15 of the LBS Protocol hereinafter referred to as the Regional 
Plan, which is contained in Annex to this decision; 
 
Adopt the following Annexes to this Decision: 

(a) Annex 2 - ³Work Plan Zith timetable for the implementation of relevant Articles of  
Marine  Litter Regional Plan´ to guide and facilitate the Zork of the Secretariat and 
the Contracting Parties on priority measures with regards to the implementation of 
the Regional Plan and mobilize external resources for this purpose, as appropriate, 

(b) Annex 3 - ³Potential Research Topics´ to promote and support scientific research b\ 
the Contracting Parties and scientific community to fill the knowledge gaps on marine 
litter sources and impacts as well as to support implementation of relevant measures; 
and, 

(c) Annex 4 - ³Elements for National Biennial Reports´ to enhance reporting on the 
implementation and effectiveness of measures; 

Urge the Contracting Parties to take the necessary financial, legal, administrative and other 
measures to ensure the implementation of this Regional Plan and to report on their progress 
to the Secretariat in accordance with its Article 19; 
  
Urge the Contracting Parties, intergovernmental organizations, donor agencies, industry, 
non-governmental organizations and academic institutions to support the implementation of 
the Regional Plan providing sufficient financial, technical and scientific contribution, including 
the implementation of country-based measures and projects, as well as by joining as 
appropriate to and taking advantage from the marine litter global partnership established in 
the framework of UNEP/Global Programme of Action; 
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Urge all relevant International Organizations and in particular the Union for the 
Mediterranean and its Horizon 2020 initiative to strongly support the development and 
implementation of necessary investment projects by the Contracting Parties with the view to 
establish sound and sustainable solid waste management systems in accordance with the 
relevant measures provided for in the Regional Plan; 
 
Request the Secretariat to provide, upon request and subject to availability of funds, the 
necessary assistance to, and organize capacity building programmes for, the Contracting 
Parties for the implementation of the Regional Plan. 
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Annex I 
Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean in the Framework of 

Article 15 of the Land Based Sources Protocol  
 

Part I – General provisions 
 

Article 1 
Rationale for the Regional Plan 

Marine litter may have significant implications for the marine and coastal environment at a 
global level.  These impacts are environmental, economic, health and safety and cultural, 
rooted in our prevailing production and consumption patterns. The problem originates mostly 
from land-based activities and sea-based activities, as well as lack of governmental financial 
UeVRXUceV, geQeUaO OacN Rf XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf Whe SXbOLc¶V cR-responsibility, and the 
optimisation of the application of legal enforcement systems could limit pollution. 
 
The rationale for the preparation of this Regional Plan is to improve the quality of the marine 
and coastal environment in accordance with the provisions of the LBS Protocol and to 
achieve the goals set by the decisions of the 17th meeting of the Contracting Parties in 2012, 
DecisiRQ IG.20/4: ´IPSOePeQWLQg MAP ecRV\VWeP aSSURach URadPaS: MedLWeUUaQeaQ 
Ecological and Operational Objectives, Indicators and Timetable for implementing the 
ecRV\VWeP aSSURach URadPaS¶¶ and DecLVLRQ IG 20/10: ¶AdRSWLRQ Rf Whe SWUaWegLc 
Framework for Marine LLWWeU PaQagePeQW¶, at the considerable lower cost than with the no 
action scenario. 

 

Article 2 
Area and Scope of application  

The area to which this Regional Plan applies is the area defined in Art. 31 of the LBS 
Protocol paragraphs (a), (c), and (d). The Regional Plan shall apply to discharges referred to 
in Article 4 (a)2 of the LBS Protocol and any operational discharge from ships, platforms and 
other man-made structures at sea. 

                                                 
1 Article 3 of the LBS Protocol: Protocol Area 
The aUea WR ZhLch WhLV PURWRcRO aSSOLeV (heUeLQafWeU UefeUUed WR aV Whe ³PURWRcRO AUea´) 
shall be: 
(a) The Mediterranean Sea Area as defined in article 1 of the Convention; 
(c) Waters on the landward side of the baselines from which the breadth of 
the territorial sea is measured and extending, in the case of watercourses, up to 
the freshwater limit; 
(d) Brackish waters, coastal salt waters including marshes and coastal  
lagoons, and ground waters communicating with the Mediterranean Sea. 
2 Article 4 of the LBS Protocol Application 
1. This Protocol shall apply: (a) To discharges originating from land-based point and diffuse sources 
and activities within the territories of the Contracting Parties that may affect directly or indirectly the 
Mediterranean Sea Area. These discharges shall include those which reach the Mediterranean Area, 
as defined in article 3(a), (c) and (d) of this Protocol, through coastal disposals, rivers, outfalls, canals, 
or other watercourses, including ground water flow, or through run-off and disposal under the seabed 
with access from land 
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Article 3 
Definition of terms 

For the purpose of this Regional Plan: 

Marine litter, regardless of the size, means any persistent, manufactured or processed solid 
material discarded, disposed of or abandoned in the marine and coastal environment. 

Litter monitoring means repeated surveys of beaches, sea bed, water column, surface 
waters and biota to determine litter types and quantities in a representative manner such that 
information can be compared with baseline data to follow trends.  

Barcelona Convention means the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, 1995 hereinafter referred to as the Barcelona 
Convention. 

LBS Protocol means the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against 
Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities, 1996, hereinafter referred to as the LBS 
Protocol. 

Secretariat means the body referred to in Article 17 of the Barcelona Convention. 

LBS National Action Plan means the national action plans containing measures and 
timetables for their implementation developed by the Contracting Parties in accordance with 
Article 5 of the LBS Protocol as endorsed by the 14th meeting of the CP with the view to 
implement the Strategic Action Programme (SAP-MED) to combat land-based sources in the 
Mediterranean adopted by the Contracting Parties in 1997. 

 

Article 4 
Objectives and principles 

Objectives 
The main objectives of the Regional Plan are to: 

(a) Prevent and reduce to the minimum marine litter pollution in the Mediterranean and 
its impact on ecosystem services, habitats, species in particular the  endangered 
species, public health and safety; 

(b) Remove to the extent possible already existent marine litter by using environmentally 
respectful methods;  

(c) Enhance knowledge on marine litter; and  
(d) Achieve that the management of marine litter in the Mediterranean is performed in 

accordance with accepted international standards and approaches as well as those 
of relevant regional organizations and as appropriate in harmony with programmes 
and measures applied in other seas. 

Principles 
In implementing the Regional Plan, the Contracting Parties shall be guided by  

(a) Integration by virtue of which marine litter management shall be an integral part of the 
solid waste management and other relevant strategies;  

(b) Prevention by virtue of which any marine litter management measure should aim at 
addressing the prevention of marine litter generation at the source; 



UNEP(DEPI)/MED IG.21/9 
Annex II ± Thematic Decisions 

Page 149 
 

(c) Precautionary principle by virtue of which where there are threats of serious or 
irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for 
postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation; 

(d) Polluter-pays principle by virtue of which the costs of pollution prevention, control and 
reduction measures are to be borne by the polluter, with due regard to the public 
interest; 

(e) Ecosystem-based approach by virtue of which the cumulative effects of marine litter 
on marine and coastal ecosystem, habitats and species with other contaminants and 
substances that are present in the marine environment should be fully taken into 
account;  

(f) Public participation and stakeholder involvement; and 
(g) Sustainable Consumption and Production by virtue of which current unsustainable 

patterns of consumption and production must be transformed to sustainable ones 
that decouple human development from environmental degradation.  

 

Article 5 
Preservation of rights 

The provisions of this Regional Plan shall be without prejudice to stricter provisions 
respecting marine litter management measures contained in other existing national, regional 
or international instruments or programmes. 

 
Part II – Measures and operational targets 

 
Article 6 

Coherence and integration of measures 
The Contracting Parties shall make best effort that the measures provided for in  Articles 7 to 
10 are implemented, as specified in the respective articles, in a coherent manner to achieve 
good environmental status and relevant targets on marine litter. Various actors shall be 
involved in the development and implementation of agreed measures as provided for in 
Article 17. 

 
Article 7 

Integration of marine litter measures into the LBS National Action Plans (LBS NAPs)  
1. The Contracting Parties in accordance with Article 5 of the LBS Protocol shall elaborate 

and implement, individually or jointly, as appropriate, national and regional action plans 
and programmes, containing measures and time tables for their implementation. In doing 
so the Contracting Parties shall consider updating by the year 2015 the LBS NAPs to 
integrate marine litter in accordance with the provisions of this Regional Plan and other 
means to perform their obligations. To this aim, the expert working group shall update by 
2014 the existing LBS National Action Plan guidelines. 

 
2. The LBS National Action Plan shall include: 
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(a) Development and implementation of appropriate policy, legal instruments and 
institutional arrangements, including adequate management plans for solid waste 
also including those originating from sewer systems, which shall incorporate marine 
litter prevention and reduction measures; 

(b) Monitoring and assessment programmes for marine litter; 
(c) Measures to prevent and reduce marine litter;  
(d) Programmes of removal and environmentally sound disposal of existing marine litter 

according to the national legislation about management of this kind of waste; and 
(e) Awareness raising and education programmes.  

 

Article 8 
Legal and institutional aspects 

1. For the purpose of implementing the Regional Plan, the Contracting Parties shall adopt 
as appropriate the necessary legislation and/or establish adequate institutional 
arrangements to ensure efficient marine litter reduction and the prevention of its 
generation. 

 
2. To this aim the Contracting Parties shall endeavour to ensure: 
 

(a) Institutional coordination, where necessary, among the relevant national policy 
bodies and relevant regional organisations and programmes, in order to promote 
integration; and 

(b) Close coordination and collaboration between national regional and local authorities 
in the field of marine litter management.  

 
3.  The Contracting Parties shall give due consideration to the implementation of the relevant 

related provisions of the Protocols3 adopted in the framework of the Barcelona 
Convention affecting marine litter management to enhance efficiency, synergies and 
maximise the results. 

 

Article 9 
Prevention of marine litter  

In conformity with the objectives and principles of the Regional Plan the Contracting Parties 
shall:  

 

                                                 
3 Specifically in the framework of the Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Preventing Pollution from 
Ships and, in Cases of Emergency, Combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea, 2002 (Port 
reception facilities); Protocol for the  Prevention and Elimination of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea 
by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft or Incineration at Sea, 1995 (waste dumping prohibition);  
Protocol concerning  Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean, 1995 
(Regional Plans to protect endangered species; establishment of SPA and SPAMIs);  Protocol for the 
Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution Resulting from Exploration and Exploitation of 
the Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil, 1994 (prohibition of the disposal of garbage 
from offshore installations); and the Protocol on the Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea 
by Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, 1996. 
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Land-based Sources 
 
1. By the year 2025 at latest, to base urban solid waste management on reduction at 

source, applying the following waste hierarchy as a priority order in waste prevention and 
management legislation and policy: prevention, preparing for re-use, recycling, other 
recovery, e.g. energy recovery and environmentally sound disposal.  

 
2. By the year 2019 implement adequate waste reducing/reusing/recycling measures in 

order to reduce the fraction of plastic packaging waste that goes to landfill or incineration 
without energy recovery. 

3. By the year 2017 explore and implement to the extent possible  prevention measures 
related to: 

 
(a) Extended Producer Responsibility strategy by making the producers, manufacturer 

brand owners and first importers responsible for the entire life-cycle of the product  
with measures prioritizing the hierarchy of waste management in order to encourage 
companies to design products with long durability for reuse, recycling and materials 
reduction in weight and toxicity; 

(b) Sustainable Procurement Policies contributing to the promotion of the consumption of 
recycled plastic-made products; 

(c) Establishment  of voluntary agreements with retailers and supermarkets to set an 
objective of reduction of plastic bags consumption as well as selling dry food or 
cleaning products in bulk and refill special and reusable containers; 

(d) Fiscal and economic instruments  to promote  the reduction of plastic bag 
consumption;  

(e) Establishment of  Deposits, Return and Restoration System for expandable 
polystyrene boxes in the fishing sector;  

(f) Establishment of Deposits, Return and Restoration System for beverage packaging 
prioritizing when possible their recycling; and 

(g) Establish procedures and manufacturing methodologies together with plastic 
industry, in order to minimize the decomposition characteristics of plastic, to reduce 
micro-plastic. 

 
4. By the year 2020 take necessary measures to establish as appropriate adequate urban 

sewer, wastewater treatment plants, and waste management systems to prevent run-off 
and riverine inputs of litter. 

 
Sea-based Sources 
 
5. In accordance with Article 14 of the Prevention and Emergency Protocol explore and 

implement to the extent possible by 2017, ways and means to charge reasonable cost for 
the use of port reception facilities or when applicable, apply No-Special-Fee system. The 
Contracting Parties shall also take the necessary steps to provide ships using their ports 
with updated information relevant to the obligation arising from Annex V of MARPOL 
Convention4  and from their legislation applicable in the field.   

 
6. Explore and implement to the extent possible  b\ Whe \eaU 2017 Whe ³FLVhLQg fRU LLWWeU´ 

environmentally sound practices, in consultation with the competent international and 
regional organizations, to facilitate clean up of the floating litter and the seabed from 

                                                 
4 International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships. 
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marine litter caught incidentally and/or generated by fishing vessels in their regular 
activities including derelict fishing gears.  

 
7. E[SORUe aQd LPSOePeQW WR Whe e[WeQW SRVVLbOe b\ Whe \eaU 2017 ³GeaU PaUNLQg WR LQdLcaWe 

RZQeUVhLS´ cRQceSW aQd µUedXced ghRVW caWcheV WhURXgh Whe XVe Rf environmental neutral 
XSRQ degUadaWLRQ Rf QeWV, SRWV aQd WUaSV cRQceSW¶, LQ cRQVXOWaWLRQ ZLWh Whe cRPSeWeQW 
international and regional organizations in the fishing sector. 

 
8. Apply by the year 2020 the cost effective measures to prevent any marine littering from 

dredging activities taking into account the relevant guidelines adopted in the framework 
of Dumping Protocol of the Barcelona Convention. 

 
9. The Contracting Parties shall take the necessary measures by the year 2020 to close to 

the extent possible the existing illegal dump sites on land in the area of the application 
of the Regional Plan.  

 
10. The Contracting Parties shall take enforcement measures to combat dumping in 

accordance with national and regional legislation including littering on the beach, illegal 
sewage disposal in the sea, the coastal zone and rivers in the area of the application of 
the Regional Plan. 

 

Article 10 
Removing existing marine litter and its environmentally sound disposal5 

The Contracting Parties shall, where it is environmentally sound and cost effective, remove 
existing accumulated litter, subject to Environmental Impact Assessment procedure, in 
particular from specially protected areas and Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean 
Importance (SPAMI) and litter impacting endangered species listed in Annexes II and III of 
the SPA and Biodiversity Protocol. To this aim the Contracting Parties undertake to explore 
and implement to the extent possible the following measures by the year 2019: 

 
(a) Identify in collaboration with relevant stakeholders accumulations/hotspots of marine 

litter and implement national programmes on their regular removal and sound 
disposal;  

(b) Implement National Marine Litter Cleanup Campaigns on a regular basis;  
(c) Participate in International Coastal Cleanup Campaigns and Programmes;   
(d) Apply as appropriate Adopt-a-Beach or similar practices and enhance public 

participation role with regard to marine litter management; 
(e) Apply Fishing for Litter in an environmentally sound  manner, based on agreed 

guidelines and best practice, in consultation with the competent international and 
regional organizations and in partnership with fishermen and ensure adequate 
collection, sorting, recycling and/or environmentally sound disposal  of the fished 
litter; and 

(f) Charge reasonable costs for the use of port reception facilities or, when applicable 
apply No-Special-Fee system, in consultation with competent international and 
regional organizations, when using port reception facilities for implementing the 
measures provided for in Article 10. 

                                                 
5For the implementation of the measures provided for in paragraph 1 of this Article, the Contracting 
Parties shall  take into account the elements presented in the information document UNEP(DEPI) 
MED WG 387Inf.13´. 
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Part III – Assessment 
 

Article 11 
Assessment of marine litter in the Mediterranean 

1. The Contracting Parties shall assess in the framework of ecosystem approach the state 
of marine litter, the impact of marine litter on the marine and coastal environment and 
human health as well as the socio-economic aspects of marine litter management based 
on coordinated and, if possible, common agreed methodologies, national monitoring 
programmes and surveys. 

 
2. The Secretariat shall prepare the Assessment of marine litter in the Mediterranean every 

six years using results of the national monitoring programmes and applied measures with 
the view to address priority issues and major information and data gaps, using all other 
available relevant regional and international data and where appropriate responses by the 
Contracting Parties to specific marine litter related questionnaires prepared by the 
Secretariat. 

  
3. The first Assessment of the state of marine litter in the Mediterranean based on the 

existing information shall be submitted to the meeting of the Contracting Parties two years 
after entry into force of the Regional Plan.  

 

Article 12 
Mediterranean Marine Litter Monitoring Programme 

1. Based on ecosystem approach ecological objectives and integrated monitoring 
programme, and in synergy with the relevant international and regional guidelines and 
documents the Contracting Parties, on the basis of the proposals of the Secretariat shall: 

(a) Prepare the Regional Marine Litter Monitoring Programme, as part of the integrated 
regional monitoring programme;  

(b) Establish in the year 2016 the Regional Data Bank on Marine Litter which should be 
compatible  with other regional or overarching databases and 

(c) Establish by the year 2014 Expert Group on Regional Marine Litter Monitoring 
Programme, in the framework of the Ecosystem Approach implementation. 
 

2. For the purpose of this Regional Plan and in compliance with the monitoring obligations 
under Article 12 of the Barcelona Convention and Article 8 of the LBS Protocol, the 
Contracting Parties shall design by the year 2017 National Monitoring Programme on 
Marine Litter.  

 
3. The National Monitoring Programmes should take into account the need for 

harmonization and consistency with the integrated regional monitoring programme based 
on ecosystem approach and consistency with other regional seas.  

 
4. To this aim, the Secretariat shall prepare, in collaboration with the relevant regional 

organizations, by the year 2014 the Guidelines for the preparation of the National Marine 
Litter Monitoring Programmes. 
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Part IV – Support to Implementation 

Article 13 
Research topics and scientific cooperation 

The Contracting Parties agree to cooperate, with support from the Secretariat, with 
competent international and regional organizations and relevant scientific institutions, on 
marine litter issues that due to their complexity require further research.  
 

Article 14 
Specific guidelines  

The Secretariat in cooperation with relevant international and regional organizations, shall 
prepare specific guidelines taking into account where appropriate existing guidelines, to 
support and facilitate the implementation of measures provided for in articles 9 and 10 of the 
Regional Plan. Subject to availability of external funds such guidelines shall be published in 
different Mediterranean region languages. 
 

Article 15 
Technical assistance 

For the purpose of facilitating the implementation of the measures and monitoring obligations 
as provided for in Articles 7 to 10 and 12 of the Regional Plan, technical assistance, transfer 
of knowhow and technology shall be provided, including capacity building, by the Secretariat 
to the Contracting Parties in need of assistance. 

 
Article 16 

Enhancement of public awareness and education 
1. Due to the nature of the marine litter management issue enhancement of public 

awareness and education is very important component of the marine litter management.  
 
2. To this aim the Contracting Parties shall undertake, where appropriate in synergy with 

existing initiatives in the field of education for sustainable development and environment 
and partnership with civil society, public awareness and education activities, with 
adequate duration and follow up, with regard to marine litter management including 
activities related to prevention and promotion of sustainable consumption and 
production.  

 

Article 17 
Major groups and stakeholder participation 

For the effective implementation of the Regional Plan, the Contracting Parties should 
encourage appropriate involvement of various stakeholders including local authorities, civil 
society, private sector (producers, garbage collection and treatment companies, etc.) and 
other stakeholders as appropriate: 

(a) Regional, National and local authorities; 
(b) Maritime sector; 
(c) Tourism sector; 
(d) Fisheries and Aquaculture; 
(e) Agriculture 
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(f) Industry; and  
(g) Civil society.  

Article 18 
Regional and international cooperation 

1. For the purpose of facilitating the implementation of the Regional Plan the Secretariat 
shall establish institutional cooperation with various relevant regional and global 
institutions and initiatives.  

 
2. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate directly or with the assistance of the Secretariat 

or the competent international and regional organizations to address trans-boundary 
marine litter cases. 

 
Article 19 
Reporting 

1. In conformity with Article 26 of the Barcelona Convention and Article 13, paragraph 2(d), 
of the LBS Protocol the Contracting Parties shall report on a biennial basis on the 
implementation of this Regional Plan, in particular the implementation of the above 
measures, their effectiveness and difficulties encountered and data resulting from 
monitoring programme as provided for in Article 12 of this Regional Plan.  

 
2. The Contracting Parties shall review biennially the status of implementation of the 

Regional Plan upon its entry into force, on the basis of the regional report prepared by the 
Secretariat. 

 

Part V – Final Provisions 
 

Article 20 
Implementation timetable 

The Contracting Parties shall implement this Regional Plan, in particular the above 
measures according to the timetables indicated in the respective Articles of the Regional 
Plan. 

 
Article 21 

Entry into force 
The present Regional Plan will enter into force and become binding on the 180 day following 
the day of notification by the Secretariat in accordance with Article 15, paragraph 3 and 4 of 
the LBS Protocol. 

 

Article 22 
Enforcement of measures 

The Contracting Parties shall take the necessary actions to enforce the measures in 
accordance with their national regulations. 
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Annex II 

W
ork Plan w

ith tim
etable and cost for the im

plem
entation of relevant Articles of the M

arine Litter R
egional Plan 

 
Article 

Task 
Tim

etable 
Lead  

Authority 
Verification 

indicator 
Estim

ated cost 
(¼)  

Financial 
source 

PAR
T II - M

EASU
R

ES A
N

D
 O

PER
ATIO

N
AL TA

R
G

ETS 
1. 

 
A

rt. 7 -  
Integration of 
m

arine litter 
m

easures into 
the LB

S 
N

ational 
A

ction Plans 
(LB

S N
A

Ps) 

U
pdate the existing LBS 

N
ational Action P

lan 
guidelines 

2014 
M

ED
PO

L, in 
consultation w

ith 
regional and 
international 
organizations 

G
uidelines 

sent to  
C

ontracting 
Parties 

40K. 6  
(Includes task 3)  

Secretariat 

2. 
 

U
pdate the existing LBS 

N
ational Action P

lans to 
integrate m

arine litter in 
accordance w

ith the 
provisions of the R

egional 
Plan N

ational S
takeholder 

W
orkshop and consultancy 

2015 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
consultation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L  

U
pdated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan sent to 
the Secretariat 

210. 7 
(Total for 21 
countries) 

C
ontracting 

Party 

3. 
 

D
evelopm

ent of reporting 
form

at 
2014 

M
ED

PO
L, in  

consultation w
ith 

regional and 
international 
organizations 

R
eporting 

form
at sent to 

countries 

C
ost included in 

task 1 
Secretariat 

4. 
 

N
ational reports on the 

im
plem

entation of the 
R

egional Plan 

Biennially, 
together w

ith 
the report for 
the 
im

plem
entation 

of the LBS 
protocol 

C
ontracting 

Party 
R

eport sent to  
Secretariat 

21K
8. 

(Total for 21 
countries) 

C
ontracting 

Party 

 
 

                                                 
6 Includes consultancy and cost of the Regional m

eeting of experts. This am
ount covers also task 3. 

7 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 10K for the im
plem

entation of this task. 
8 It is estim

ated that each country w
ill spend up to 1K for the preparation of the N

ational report. 
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5. 
 

A
rt. 9 – 

Prevention of 
m

arine litter 

To base urban solid w
aste 

m
anagem

ent on reduction at 
source, applying the follow

ing 
w

aste hierarchy as a priority 
order in w

aste prevention and 
m

anagem
ent legislation and 

policy: prevention, preparing 
for re-use, recycling, other 
recovery, e.g. energy 
recovery and environm

entally 
sound disposal. 

2025 
 

C
ontracting 

Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
the C

P/R
AC

 and 
M

ED
 PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 and 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

6. 
 

Im
plem

ent adequate w
aste 

reducing/reusing/ recycling 
m

easures in order to reduce 
the fraction of plastic 
packaging w

aste that goes to 
landfill or incineration w

ithout 
energy recovery. 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

7. 
 

Explore and im
plem

ent to the 
extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to 
Extended Producer 
R

esponsibility strategy by 
m

aking the producers, 
m

anufacturer brand ow
ners 

and first im
porters 

responsible for the entire life-
cycle of the product w

ith 
m

easures prioritizing the 
hierarchy of w

aste 
m

anagem
ent in order to 

encourage com
panies to 

design products w
ith long 

durability for reuse, recycling 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 
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and m

aterials reduction in 
w

eight and toxicity  
8. 

 
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to  
Sustainable Procurem

ent 
Policies contributing to the 
prom

otion of the consum
ption 

of recycled plastic-m
ade 

products 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

9. 
 

Explore and im
plem

ent to the 
extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to  
establishm

ent of voluntary 
agreem

ents w
ith retailers and 

superm
arkets to set an 

objective of reduction of 
plastic bags consum

ption as 
w

ell as selling dry food or 
cleaning products in bulk and 
refill special and reusable 
containers 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

10.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to fiscal 
and econom

ic instrum
ents to 

prom
ote the reduction of 

plastic bag consum
ption 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

11.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 

C
ontracting 

Party 
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establishm
ent of [m

andatory] 
D

eposits, R
eturn and 

R
estoration S

ystem
 for 

expandable polystyrene 
boxes in the fishing sector  

C
P/R

AC
 

N
ational Action 

Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

12.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to 
establishm

ent of [m
andatory] 

D
eposits, R

eturn and 
R

estoration S
ystem

 for  
beverage packaging 
prioritizing w

hen possible 
their recycling 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

13.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible prevention 
m

easures related to 
establishm

ent of procedures 
and m

anufacturing 
m

ethodologies together w
ith 

plastic industry, in order to 
m

inim
ize the decom

position 
characteristics of plastic, to 
reduce m

icroplastic 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
C

P/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
C

P/R
AC

 to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

14.  
Take necessary m

easures to 
establish as appropriate 
adequate urban sew

er, 
w

astew
ater treatm

ent plants, 
and w

aste m
anagem

ent 
system

s to prevent run-off 
and riverine inputs of litter  

 2020  
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
C

ost to be 
specified in the 
updated LB

S 
N

ational Action 
Plan of each 
country. 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 
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15.  
 

In accordance w
ith Article 14 

of the Prevention and 
Em

ergency Protocol explore 
and im

plem
ent to the extent 

possible w
ays and m

eans to 
charge reasonable cost for 
the use of port reception 
facilities or w

hen applicable, 
apply N

o-S
pecial-Fee system

 
and take the necessary steps 
to provide ships using their 
ports w

ith updated 
inform

ation relevant to the 
obligation arising from

  Annex 
V of M

A
R

PO
L C

onvention 
and from

 their legislation 
applicable in the field  

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
R

EM
PE

C
 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
R

EM
PE

C
 to 

provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

16.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

e[WeQW SRVVLbOe Whe ³FLVhLQg 
fRU LLWWeU´ eQYLURQP

eQWaOO\ 
sound practices, in 
consultation w

ith the 
com

petent international and 
regional organizations, to 
facilitate clean up of the 
floating litter and the seabed 
from

 m
arine litter caught 

incidentally and/or generated 
by  fishing vessels in their 
regular activities including 
derelict fishing gears 

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
42K

9 
(Am

ount to be 
shared w

ith task 
26). 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

 
 

                                                 
9   It is suggested that each country assigns at least 2K for the im

plem
entation of this task. Suggested am

ount is based on inform
ation from

 the literature and 
covers only institutional part of the task and does not cover the system

 to be established, regulation to be created and aw
areness cam

paigns. 
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17.  
 

Explore and im
plem

ent to the 
e[WeQW SRVVLbOe ³G

eaU 
m

arking to indicate 
RZ

QeUVhLS´ cRQceSW aQd 
³UedXced ghRVW caWcheV 
through the use of 
environm

entally neutral upon 
degradation of nets, pots and 
WUaSV cRQceSW´, LQ cRQVXOWaWLRQ 
w

ith the com
petent 

international and regional 
organizations in the fishing 
sector  

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
42K

10 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

18.  
Apply the cost effective 
m

easures to prevent any 
m

arine littering from
 dredging 

activities taking into account 
the relevant guidelines 
adopted in the fram

ew
ork of 

D
um

ping Protocol of the 
Barcelona C

onvention 

2020 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
Estim

ate cannot 
be done w

ithout 
input from

 
countries. The 
m

onitoring cost 
that depends on 
the specificity of 
each country 
should be taken 
into account. 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

19.  
Take the necessary 
m

easures to close to the 
extent possible the existing 
illegal dum

p sites on land in 
the area of the application of 
the R

egional Plan  

2020 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
Estim

ate cannot 
be done w

ithout 
input from

 
countries. 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 

C
ontracting 

Party 

                                                 
10 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 2K for the im

plem
entation of this task. Suggested am

ount is based on inform
ation from

 the literature and 
covers only institutional part of the task and does not cover the system

 to be established, regulation to be created and aw
areness cam

paigns. 
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m

ake estim
ates 

20.  
Take enforcem

ent m
easures 

to com
bat illegal dum

ping in 
accordance w

ith national 
legislation including littering 
on the beach, illegal sew

age 
disposal in the coastal zone 
and rivers in the area of the 
application of the R

egional 
Plan 

 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
Estim

ate cannot 
be done w

ithout 
input from

 
countries. 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

This task is 
related to tasks 5 
and 6 

C
ontracting 

Party 

21.  
A

rt. 10 – 
R

em
oving 

existing 
m

arine litter 
and its 
environm

enta
lly sound 
disposal 

W
here it is environm

entally 
sound and cost effective, 
rem

ove existing accum
ulated 

litter, subject to EIA 
procedure, in particular from

 
specially protected areas and 
Specially Protected Areas of 
M

editerranean Im
portance 

(SP
AM

I) and litter im
pacting 

endangered species listed in 
Annexes II and III of the S

P
A 

and Biodiversity Protocol 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L and 
SP

A/R
AC

 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
630K

11 
M

ED
PO

L and 
SP

A/R
AC

  to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

22.  
 

Explore and im
plem

ent to the 
extent possible the 
identification in collaboration 
w

ith relevant stakeholders 
accum

ulations / hotspots of 
m

arine litter and 
im

plem
entation of national 

program
m

es on their regular 
rem

oval and  sound disposal 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
630K

12 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

 
 

                                                 
11 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 30K for the im

plem
entation of this task. 

12 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 30K for the im
plem

entation of this task. 
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23.  
 

Explore and im
plem

ent to the 
extent possible the 
im

plem
entation of the  

N
ational M

arine Litter 
C

leanup C
am

paigns on a 
regular basis 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
630K

13 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates. 

Am
ount to be 

shared betw
een 

tasks 23 and 24 

C
ontracting 

Party 

24.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible the 
participation in International 
C

oastal C
leanup C

am
paigns 

and Program
m

es 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates. 

Am
ount assigned 

for task 23 to be 
shared w

ith this 
task. 

C
ontracting 

Party 

25.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible the 
application as appropriate 
Adopt-a-B

each or sim
ilar 

practices and enhance public 
participation role w

ith regard 
to m

arine litter m
anagem

ent 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
420K

14 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

26.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible the 
application of the Fishing for 
Litter practices, in 
consultation w

ith the 
com

petent international and 
regional organizations and in 
partnership w

ith fisherm
en 

and ensure adequate 
collection, sorting and/or 
environm

entally sound 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates. 

Am
ount assigned 

for task 16 to be 
shared w

ith this 
task  

C
ontracting 

Party 

                                                 
13 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 30K for the im

plem
entation of tasks 23 and 24. 

14 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 20K for the im
plem

entation of this task. 
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disposal of the fished litter  

27.  
Explore and im

plem
ent to the 

extent possible charging 
reasonable costs for the use 
of port reception facilities or, 
w

hen applicable application 
of N

o-Special-Fee system
, in 

consultation w
ith com

petent 
international and regional 
organizations w

hen using port 
reception facilities for 
im

plem
enting the m

easures 
provided for in Article 10. 

2019 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
cooperation w

ith 
R

EM
PE

C
 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
R

EM
PE

C
 to 

provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

PA
R

T III – A
SSESSM

EN
T 

28.  
A

rt. 11 – 
A

ssessm
ent 

of m
arine 

litter in the 
M

editerranean 

Assessm
ent of m

arine litter in 
the M

editerranean  
Every six 
years, first 
report 2 years 
after entry into 
force of the 
R

egional Plan 

M
ED

PO
L 

R
eport issued 

40K
 

(N
ational and 

regional 
consultancy 
contracts) 

Secretariat 

29.  
A

rt. 12 – 
M

editerranea
n M

arine 
Litter 
M

onitoring 
Program

m
e 

Establishm
ent of an Expert 

G
roup on R

egional M
arine 

Litter M
onitoring Program

m
e 

2014 
M

ED
PO

L 
Expert G

roup 
established 

20K
 

O
ne m

eeting 
annually 

Secretariat 

30.  
G

uidelines for the preparation 
of the N

ational M
arine Litter 

M
onitoring Program

m
es, in 

collaboration w
ith the relevant 

international and regional  
organizations 

2014 
M

ED
PO

L, in 
consultation w

ith 
regional and 
international 
organizations 

G
uidelines 

prepared 
40K

 
(To cover 
consultation 
m

eeting w
ith 

partners and 
consultancies). 
Am

ount covers 
also task 31 

Secretariat 

31.  
Preparation of the R

egional 
M

arine Litter M
onitoring 

Program
m

e, as part of the 

 
M

ED
PO

L, in 
consultation w

ith 
regional and 

R
egional 

M
arine Litter 

M
onitoring 

C
ost included in 

task 30 
Secretariat 
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integrated regional m
onitoring 

program
m

e
15  

international 
organizations 

Program
m

e 
prepared 

32.   
For the purpose of the 
R

egional Plan and in 
com

pliance w
ith the 

m
onitoring obligations under 

Article 12 of the Barcelona 
C

onvention and Article 8 of 
the LB

S Protocol design 
N

ational M
onitoring 

Program
m

e on M
arine Litter  

2017 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
consultation w

ith  
M

ED
PO

L 

Im
plem

entation 
started 

210K
16 

C
ost of the 

Im
plem

entation of 
the N

ational 
M

onitoring 
Program

m
es is 

not included. 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

33.  

R
eport, in accordance w

ith 
Article 13 of the LB

S 
Protocol, on the 
im

plem
entation of the 

N
ational M

arine Litter 
M

onitoring Program
m

e 

Biennially 
C

ontracting 
Party 

R
eport sent to 

the Secretariat 
Included in task 
32 

C
ontracting 

Party 

34.  

Establishm
ent of the R

egional 
D

ata Bank on M
arine Litter 

2016 
M

ED
PO

L, in 
consultation w

ith 
regional and 
international 
organizations 

D
ata Bank 

established 
250K. 17 
 

Secretariat 

PA
R

T IV - SU
PPO

R
T TO

 IM
PLEM

EN
TATIO

N
 

35.  
A

rt. 13 – 
R

esearch 
topics and 
scientific  
cooperation 

Assistance for scientific  
cooperation 

As appropriate 
M

ED
PO

L, 
C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
, 

SP
A/R

AC
, in 

consultation w
ith 

regional and 
international 

Assistance 
provided 

50K from
 

M
ED

PO
L. 

Seed m
oney to 

m
obilize external 

resources 
 

Secretariat 

                                                 
15 In line w

ith EcAp tim
eline  

16 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 10K for the im
plem

entation of this task. 
17 Cost of equipm

ent, softw
are and staff. 



U
N

EP(D
EPI)/M

ED
 IG

.21/9 
Annex II ± Them

atic D
ecisions 

Page 167  
organizations 

36.  
A

rt. 14 – 
Specific 
guidelines 

Preparation of specific 
guidelines for m

easures listed 
in Articles 9 and 10 of the 
R

egional Plan 

B
y  2016/2017 

M
ED

PO
L, 

C
P/R

AC
, 

R
EM

PE
C

, 
SP

A/R
AC

, in 
consultation w

ith 
regional and 
international 
organizations 

G
uidelines 

published 
280 K

18  
 

Secretariat 

37.  
A

rt. 15 - 
Technical 
assistance 

Technical assistance, 
including capacity building 
provided 

As appropriate 
M

ED
PO

L, 
C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
, 

SP
A/R

AC
, in 

consultation w
ith 

regional and 
international 
organizations 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
10K from

 
M

ED
PO

L. 
C

P/R
AC

 280k for 
capacity building 
Estim

ated cost to 
be provided by 
R

EM
PE

C
 and 

SP
A/R

AC
 

Secretariat 

38.  
A

rt. 16 – 
Enhancem

ent 
of public 
aw

areness 
and education 

U
ndertaking, w

here 
appropriate in synergy w

ith 
existing initiatives in the field 
of education for sustainable 
developm

ent and in 
partnership w

ith civil society, 
public aw

areness and 

As appropriate 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
consultation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
420K

19 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

                                                 
18  120 K  for M

EDPO
L and 160-for CP/RAC . CP/RAC w

ill prepare the follow
ing: 

1. Sustainable m
anagem

ent and prevention m
easures of urban solid w

aste treatm
ent according to w

aste hierarchy  
2. Plastic w

aste m
inim

ization  
3. Im

plem
entation of Extended Producer Responsibilities m

easures  
4. Im

plem
entation of Green Public Procurem

ent  
5. M

easures for the m
inim

ization of consum
ption of plastic bags  

6. M
easures for im

plem
entation of DRRS for EPS boxes in the fishing sector  

7. M
easures for im

plem
entation of DRRS for beverage packaging  

8. In collaboration w
ith plastic producers , design m

easures for the reduction of the environm
ental im

pact of the degradation of plastic in the m
arine 

environm
ent 

19 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 20K for the im
plem

entation of this task. 
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education activities w
ith 

adequate duration and follow
 

up, w
ith regard to m

arine litter 
m

anagem
ent including 

activities related to prevention 
and prom

otion of sustainable 
consum

ption and production 
39.  

A
rt. 17 – 

M
ajor groups 

and 
stakeholder 
participation 

Ensure appropriate 
involvem

ent of various 
stakeholders including local 
authorities, civil society, 
private sector and other 
stakeholders as appropriate 
to im

plem
ent the m

easures 
provided for in the R

egional 
Plan and other m

easures 

As appropriate 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
consultation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent  to 

Secretariat 
420K

20 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

40.  
A

rt. 18 – 
R

egional and 
international 
cooperation 

Establishm
ent of institutional 

cooperation w
ith various 

relevant regional and global 
institutions and initiatives 

As appropriate 
M

ED
PO

L in 
cooperation w

ith 
, C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
 AN

D
 

SP
A/R

AC
 

And other 
regional 
partners  

R
eport on the 

im
plem

entation 
of the R

egional 
Plan by the 
Secretariat 

10K from
 

M
ED

PO
L. 

Estim
ated costs 

to be provided by 
C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
 and 

SP
A/R

AC
 

Secretariat 

41.  
D

irect cooperation of 
C

ontracting Parties, w
ith 

assistance of the M
ED

PO
L or 

com
petent international and 

regional organizations, to 
address trans-boundary 
m

arine litter cases 

As appropriate 
C

ontracting 
Parties w

ith 
assistance of 
the M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport sent to 

Secretariat 
210K

21 
M

ED
PO

L to 
provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Parties 

 
 

                                                 
20 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 20K for the im

plem
entation of this task. 

21 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 10K for the im
plem

entation of this task and for em
ergencies. 
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42.  

A
rt. 19 – 

R
eporting 

N
ational biennial reports on 

the im
plem

entation of the 
R

egional Plan 

Biennially 
C

ontracting 
Party, in 
consultation w

ith 
M

ED
PO

L 

R
eport issued 

42K
22 

M
ED

PO
L to 

provide guidance 
to countries to 
m

ake estim
ates 

C
ontracting 

Party 

43.  
R

egional report on the 
im

plem
entation of the 

R
egional Plan 

Biennially 
M

ED
PO

L, 
C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
, 

SP
A/R

AC
, in 

consultation w
ith 

regional and 
international 
organizations 

R
eport issued 

20K
23. 

 
Secretariat 

44.  
 

R
eview

 the status of the 
im

plem
entation of the 

R
egional Plan 

Biennially 
M

ED
PO

L, 
C

P/R
AC

, 
R

EM
PE

C
, 

SP
A/R

AC
, in 

consultation w
ith 

regional and 
international 
organizations 

R
eport issued 

Included in task 
43 

Secretariat 

 N
ote: 

 (i) 
Total estim

ated cost of the im
plem

entation of the W
ork Plan for tasks for w

hich estim
ation w

as done at present is ¼ 
4,967,000, but on num

ber of tasks input by countries is still needed. Such inputs w
ill be based on country 

specificities; 
(ii) 

For num
ber of tasks recom

m
endations w

ill be done in the revised LB
S N

ational Action Plans in order to account for 
specificities in each country; 

(iii) 
C

ost of the im
plem

entation of national m
onitoring program

m
es on m

arine litter is not part of this W
ork Plan. 

                                                  
22 It is suggested that each country assigns at least 2K for the im

plem
entation of this task 

23 Consultancy contract to include also task 44. 
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Annex III 

 
Potential research topics 

 
Development and implementation of assessment and monitoring, as well as implementation 
of measures in the framework of this Regional Plan shall require scientific cooperation 
among parties involved. Due to complexity of marine litter management there are quite a 
number of topics that require further research. In the list below are presented some of the 
potential research topics: 
 
SOURCES, DISTRIBUTION AND COMPOSITION 

�  Identification (size, type, possible impact) and evaluation of accumulation areas 
(closed bays, gyres, canyons, and specific deep sea zones) and sources of litter, 
including maritime transport (how, why and by whom litter is disposed of from 
shipping and the types of ships involved), industrial, agricultural and urban activities, 
rivers and diffuse inputs. Develop GIS and mapping systems to locate these. 

�  Evaluation of the quantity and localization of lost fishing gears. 
 
DEGRADATION  

�  Evaluation of rates of degradation of different types of litter (plastics, degradable 
materials, bio plastics, etc.) and related leachability of pollutants. 

�  Support research on new materials (total degradation in the environment).  
 
MICROLITTER 

�  Identification of main sources (industrial pellets and personal hygiene products 
related micro litter particles). 

�  Define harm for micro litter to establish potential physical and chemical impacts on 
wildlife, marine living resources and the food chain. 

x Define adequate indicators for the Mediterranean to assess the micro litter problem 
and its effects. 

 
MODELLING 

�  Development of comprehensive modelling tools for the evaluation and identification of 
sources and fate of litter in the marine environment (including the identification of the 
accumulation areas and/or impacted by accidental inputs, and estimating residence 
time).   

 
IMPACTS/EFFECTS 

�  Effects (lethal or sub lethal) under different environmental conditions of entanglement 
in particular threatened and protected species. 

�  Understanding how litter ingested by marine organisms, in particular threatened and 
protected species, affects their physiological condition and chemical burdens, reduce 
survival and reproductive performance and ultimately affect their populations or 
communities.  

�  Evaluation of the potential loss of fish stocks due to abandoned / lost fishing gears.  
�  Development of impact indicators (aesthetic impact, effects on fauna, flora and 

human health). 
�  Evaluation of the risk for transportation of invasive species. 

 
COSTS 

�  Evaluation of direct costs and loss of income to tourism and fishery (incomes and 
stock losses, including protected/endangered species). 

�  Evaluation of costs due to clogging of rivers, coastal power plant cooling systems 
and/or wastewater purification systems. 
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�  Effectiveness of market based instruments related to marine litter. 
�  Development of common methodologies to evaluate the costs of removal (collection 

and elimination of marine litter). 
 
EDUCATION / SENSIBILISATION 

�  Evaluate the effectiveness of programs of education and sensibilisation on beach 
cleanliness.   

 
MONITORING 

�  Support the rationalisation of monitoring (common and comparable monitoring 
approaches, standards/baselines, inter-calibration, data management system and 
analysis / quality insurance). 

�  Develop an ecological Quality Objective (ECOQ) for ingestion of litter in indicator 
species suitable for monitoring (sea turtles). 

�  Facilitate the harmonization of monitoring protocols for Baltic Sea, Black Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea and NE Atlantic. 

�  Develop monitoring and prevention systems for massive and accidental inputs of litter 
in the marine environment. 

 
SOCIAL 

�  Development of common methodologies to collect social and economic data. 
�  Assessment of socially acceptable levels of marine litter to the public and industry. 
�  Development of an indicator for the aesthetic impact of litter. 

 
MEASURES  

�  Develop tools to assess the effectiveness of measures intended to reduce the amount 
of marine litter. 

�  Identification of accumulation areas of importance. 
�  Ranking of the ports to be equipped in priority with port reception facilities taking into 

consideration the Mediterranean maritime traffic. 
�  Share the collection and elimination of trans-boundary marine litter, including the 

intervention in case of critical situation. 
 

LAW/ INSTITUTIONNAL 
�  Compare and harmonize national Mediterranean systems (jurisdictional measures 

and institutional structures) with other conventions to support management schemes 
dedicated to marine litter. 
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Annex IV 
Elements for National Biennial Reports 

 
The Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean is requesting 
Contracting Parties to report biennially on: 
 

x Implementation of the measures; and 
x Implementation of the National Marine Litter Monitoring Programme. 

 
Report on the Implementation of the measures 
 

The Secretariat shall prepare by the end of 2014 Guidelines on the structure, content and 
reporting of the National Action Plan on Marine Litter, as well as a set of indicators. Main 
elements of national reports shall be: 
 

x Policy, legal instruments and institutional arrangements including the National Action 
Plan; 

x National and local measures to prevent and reduce generation of marine litter; 
x Programmes of removal and disposal of existing marine litter; 
x National marine litter monitoring programmes (summary report); 
x Enhancement of public awareness and education; 
x Stakeholder participation;  
x Assessment of the effectiveness of the implementation of the measures; and 
x Difficulties in the implementation of measures encountered. 

 
Report on the Implementation of the National Marine Litter Monitoring Programme 
 
The Secretariat shall prepare by the end of 2014 Guidelines for the preparation of the 
National Marine Litter Monitoring Programme. Main elements of national reports shall be: 
 

x Structure and content of the monitoring programme; 
x Survey and monitoring locations, stations, parameters, indicators, frequency, etc.; 
x Responsible institution and participating institutions; 
x Beach litter assessment results; 
x Benthic litter assessment results; 
x Floating litter assessment results;  
x Effectiveness in the implementation of the National Marine Litter Monitoring 

Programme; and 
x Difficulties in the implementation of the National Monitoring Programme. 

 
 
 


